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X 0 N E Si- Nay' now IL have hat we _— 
not part without talking over publick Af: 
fairs. I hear you are not ſo bury'd in 
. your Cell at St; Katharines,, but that you 
| know what paſſes in the World as well as an- 
| other. [ have not ſeen you ſince the late famous Tryal at 
Meſtminſter. Pray what think you of That, and che Stirs we 
have had about it this laſt Year? '- 

B. I think we have had 'a Year of extream Violence 
and Confuſion, ſuch as cannot be match'd without a Civil 

War, in ay Hiſtory that I have yet met with ;/'a Year 
through whic 
have brought moderate plain.dealing Proteſtants alive” 
and unmaim'd, and in which all ſuch might truly be ſaid, 
like the Fews under Haman's Court-Intrigues, E 8. 11% 
10 fand for ibeir Liſe, It can never enter into my Ho 


h nothing but an Almighty Providence coud 


that the late were true natural Bini Mobs. 4 
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C. No; for your true natural Britiſh Mobs ( yours I 
ſay } were ſuch as appear'd about the Year 41, in the laſt 
Century, and would not be appeaſed till they were glut- 
ted with the Blood of their King, and the Spoils of the 
Church, Then it was the higheft Treaſon to give them 
ſuch an opprobrious Name as, The Mob; but they were, 
The Good People of England, and, The Voice of the Peo- 
ple was the Voice of God! But now they are mere Dregs, 
lewd Fellows of the Baſer ſort, and Beafts of the People, 
| becauſe the Republican Spirit has forſaken them, and they 
teftifie their Loyalty to the Queen, and their Zeal for 
the Church of England. Silly Souls ! they are not proper 
Tools to build new Churches with, they are for the old 
Religion, and that has made them odious to you. But 
what need you above all Men to exchaim ſo bitterly 2: For 
after all the Violence and Confuſion, you are ftill Eldeft 
Brother of the Collegiate-Church of St. Katharine, Lon- 
don, and Rector of Whiſton in « + wing 49 ſo that you 
have your City-houſe and Country-houſe, with plentiful 
Revenues in both Places, and are admired by all that 
know you, when they compare your (Qualifications and 
Preferments together. What would you have more ? 

B. Why I have been inſulted in the open Streets, by meer 
Strangers, times without Number; The ſame Day the News 
of the taking Doway came to Town (for any Succeſs of the 
Allies conftantly inrages them) I was inſulted four times 
between my Home and the Exchange. Once a Company of 
bluſtering Blades bad the People again and again diſpatch 
me, by throwing me into the Thamesz and I have been in- 
formed, that three armed Ruffians have been enquiring 

for me, and hovering about te way-lay me. 

C. You know David's Maxim, with _= froward thou wilt 
deal fromardly, I can impute it to nothing. but your own 
Iabumanity that you are thus uncourteouſly treated. Since 
I have lived in London, I have often boaſted (as Experi- 
ence taught me) that Iam ſafer in this Great City than 
in any Country-place that I know. The People pay a 
due reſpect to my Profeſſion: And if one Man ſhould 
offer me a cauſeleſs Affront in any part of the Town, I 
am ſure ten would ſoon appear in my behalf, tho' they 
knew me no otherwiſe than by the Habit I wear. But 
upon any publick good News, as the taking of Doway, or 
the like, the People meet together in the Streets to 
ſhout and be merry, and then indeed they are apt to call 
upon thoſe who paſs along, to do as they do. In ſuch 
Caſes why don't you act a little like the reft of your 


Brethren, and either ayoid the Streets, or if your 2 
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ſions call you abroad, take a Coach? 1 heard you keep a 


Chariot of you own not long ago. | 

B. Alas, what ſignifies a Chariot, when Lam not ſafe 
in my own Houſe ? But had they attacked it (as was 
threaten'd ) I conceive it was not only my Righty but my - 
Duty too, and a neceflary Point of diſtributiye Juftice, 
impartially to have diſpenſed the Contents of a Muſque- 
oon or two ( nay as many as the time would admit) 
amongſt them. | : Gu g 

C. Such Language as this might be expected from a 
Soldier, or Commander of a Garriſon 3 but is very unde- 
cent for ſo Evangelical a Perſon as you pretend to be. 
Chriſt tells his Diſciples, That be ſens them forth. as Sheep 


among Wolves; he foretels them of Perſecution, and he in- 


ftrugs them how to demean themſelyes under it: I, ſays 
he, they perſecute you in this City, flee to another. This he ſaid 
to the Twelve Diſciples, when he ſent them forth to preach 
the Goſpel ; And therefore all true Minifters of the Go 
pel will look upon themſelves to be under the Direction of 
this Rule even then, when they ſuffer for a good Conlci- 
ence 3 not inſiſting on the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, or 
having recourſe to defenſive Arms, when they may abſent 
themſelyes or fly from the Danger. Nay, if they will con- 
form themſelves to the Example of their Lord, they muſt 
not in the greateſt Extremities repel Force with Force, hut 
meekly. endure the moſt injurious and ſurprizing Aſſaults. 
Put up thy Sword, ( ſays he to St, Peter, when he drew'ina 
caſe of Surprize and Violence) for all ibey that take the 
Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, And the ſame St. Peter fpeak- 
ing of his Lord's Carriage in his laſt Agonies, and propo- 
ſing him for an Example of Patience and Meekneis to all 
Chriftians , tells us, Ibat when he. was reviled, be revgled not 
ain; when be ſuffered, be threaten'd not, but committed him- 
elf to him that judgesb righteouſly, Pray compare your own 
aſſionate Reſolutions with theſe, and other Evangelical 
ules, and obſerve well what manner of Spirit you aàre of. 
If the ſame Mind be in you. which was in Chriſt Jeſus, you 
will bear all the Injuries of the World with Patience, Meek- 
neſs, and perfe&t Reſignation to the Will of God; But. if 
you, who pretend to reform a perverſe and ſtiff: necked Ge- 
neration, will needs go to work with a Muſqus toon in one 
Hand; let me tell you, an Altoran would become the 
other much better than the Evangeliſts. This is to carry 
on the Work of Reformation with the Spirit, and in the 
Method of your Forefathers, who went to work upon us 
with juft ſuch Tools, a little before the middle of the laſt 


Century. 2 x 
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B. Pray, what do you take me to be? My principles 
and only Aims are, Glory to God in the Higheſt; on 

Earth Peace, Good. will towards Men. | 
C. And ſo ſaid your Forefathers in thoſe Times of ex- 
' treme Violence and Confuſion aforementioned. What 
Appeals did they make to the Searcher of Hearts # What 
Profeſſions of Zeal for his Glory? What Text of Sture 
did they nor pervert to varniſh o'er their wicked Deeds, 
and keep up in the People an Opinion of their Safiftity 
and Simplicity of Heart, even then when their Hands 
were full of Blood and Sacrilege ? | 
B. Who do you call my Forefathers ? I am both a Con- 
formift and Royalift, and ſo was my Father before me, 
wheſe Eftate was deftroy'd, and his Youth ſpent in fight- 

ing for King Charles I. 

C. As you and your Friends are often heard to ſay, Tbat 
ſome. Non- jurors are leſs dangerous to the Government, than 
e others that have taken the Oatbs; ſo give me leave to 
tell you, That ſome Conformiſts do the Church more Miſ-' 
chief, than ſeveral of thoſe who never conform'd af all. 
It is indeed the Duty of all Chriftians in general, to avoid 
Schiſm, and ſerve God together like a well-govern'd Fa- 
mily, in Unity, Peace and Loye, But you have ſpecial 
Obligations, both of Conſcience and Gratitude to obſerve 
this Duty your ſelf, and labour to reconcile others to it. 
You are obliged in Conſcience, by the ſolemn Vow and 
Profeſſion you made at your receiving Holy Orders. And 
you are bound in Gratitude to a ftri& Obſervance of the 
Church's Rules, becauſe your Office and Station in it gains 
you Honour and Authority, and the Revenues of it ſupply 
yu with the Neceſſaries and Comforts of Life. So that 
or you to trample upon thoſe Laws of the Church, which 
feparate and diftingaiſh it from the Aſſemblies of Difſen- | 
ters, is a Diſobedience aggravated with Treachery and 
Ingratitude, and befides other pernicious Conſequences, 
it mightily expoſes us all to the Scorn and Deriſion of our 
Adverſaries. This the common People of our Communion 
are aware of, ( for you have taken care both by your Wri- 
ting and Converſation, to make your ſelf known) and 
therefore they are incenſed at you, and affront you in the 
manner you complain of Now you know the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ſays, It ij impoſſible but that Offences will come, but woe 
to that Man by whom the Offence cometh. If you have given 
no juft occaſion to Men to ſpeak evil of you, if you have 
been inſulted for acting the part of a good Chriſtian, then 
the Woe belongs to your Perſecutors, for by. them the 
Offence cometh, But if contrary to the Obligations of 
oy | Conſcience 
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Conſcience and Gratitude, you have broken the Rules of 


your own Order, and encourage others to break them 
( and your avow'd Words and Works proclaim that you 
have done all this) tho' I am far from approving of any 
popular Inſolence, yet when I hear you complain of 
Threatnings and Outrages, I cannot but wiſh you ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider by whom the Offence cometh, 

B. I tell you, Iam a Conformifi, the Son of a ConformiS 3 
but neither my Father nor I could ever imagine that ſome 
external Modes were ſufhcient to cancel the Obligation to 
love as Brethren, all that are of the ſame Houſhold of 
Faith, One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Father, makes in my Judgment, one Religion: And not 
one Dreſs, one Poſture, one Bow to the Ea, and one 
Form of Prayer. | . 1 

C. This is the great Argument with you and your 
Friends the Low- Cburch Men, why we ſhould embrace the 
Diflenters ( ſome Sects at leaft) as Brethren, becauſe they 
teach the Dottrines of the Church, and differ from it on- 
ly in ſome external Modes. But Firſt, it is not true, that 
the Difſenters teach AN the Doctrines of the Church; for 
they don't teach that Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons are all 
neceſſary Orders in the Church (which is a Doctrine of 
the Chnrch of England, for the Truth of which She appeals 
to Holy Scripture and all Antiquity); they don't teach any 
of the Doctrines conſequent hereupon, as the Neceſſity of 
Epiſcopal Ordination, Confirmation, &©c, other Doctrines 
there are which they teach quite otherwiſe than the 
Church doth, and ſome they don't teach at all. But if 
it were true, that they taught all the ſame Doctrines, and 
ſeparated only on account of ſome external Modes, yet 
you cannot without great Ignorance or Diſingenuity ar- 
gue from hence, that we ought to own them as Brethren, 
i. e. as true Members of Chriſt, Either you are ignorant 
of Church-Government, and then why do you pretend to 
determine Things of this Nature ? For theſe Things are 
not to be order'd according to the Dictates of any Man's 
Fancy or Opinion; but there are certain Rules in Holy 
Scripture, and the ancient Records of the Church, by 
which we muft carefully govern our ſelves, It is not in 
your Power or mine to make Diſſenters our Brethren, if 
the Scriptures and Canons of the pureft Times forbid it; 
ne more than you can make a Wooden Leg real Fleſh and 
Blood, becauſe you call it a Leg, and uſe it as ſuch, Your 
Charity may be as large as you pleaſe, in Things of which 
you have the Diſpeſal; but you cannot give a Man any 
common Privilege without the Leave of that Communi 
5 43 » N . * 0 
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whoſe Gift it properly is. But if you are not Ignorant, 
then you muſt needs be very diſingenuous to make Diſſen- 
ters as good Chriftians as any Men, for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe they teach the ſame rines with the Church, and 
differ from it only in ſome external Modes. An honeft 
and faithful, Miniſter of the Church of Z»glavd, would 
have argued quite the contrary way, that ſince Diſſenters 
own'd and taught the Dottrines of the Church, they were 
highly to blame for dividing and weakening us by ſuch 
deplorable Schiſms and Fadlions, on the Account of dme 
external Modes, If they were ( what they pretend to be} 
ſerious and well-meaning Chriftians, ſurely a Dreſs, a Bow, 
a Form of Prayer, would not be ſuch monſtrous Things as 
to fright them from the Church, where, by their own 
Confeſſion, the pure Doctrines of Chriftianity are taught; 
Surely they would not be ſo ingenious in raiſing ObjeRti- 
ons, and diſputing without End againſt - theſe Things, if 
they were truly zealous for the Spirit and Subſtance of our 
Religion, the Unity, Peace and Love ſo ſtrictly requir'd 
by the Goſpel. This was never thought a good Excuſe 
for the Diſſenters of Old, the Novations and Donatiſts, 
that they agreed with the,Church in the ſame Fundamen- 
tal Doctrines, and ſeparated from it only for the ſake of 
Aricter Diſciplinez and yet they had this great Advan- 
tage above all our preſent Diſſenters, that they were all 
along govern'd by Biſhops; However, the Fathers declaim 
againſt them with great Sharpneſs, and treat them in ſuch 
a manner, as if we ſhould treat our preſent Diſſenters 
(who have much leſs to ſay for themſelves) we muft 
expect a Flood of Gall and Bitterneſs to be pour'd out 
upon us from every fide. Now as to the Severity of the 
Fathers towards Diſſenters, we muſt ſay one of theſe two 
Things; either that they were not endued with a true 
Chriftian Spirit, that their Zeal was not according to 
Knowledge, that they had not the Command of their 
Paſhons, which would be very hard to conceive of ſuch 
a grave and learned Body of Men, ſo well ſtadied in the 
8criptures, ſo Holy, and juft and good in all other Re- 
ſpects; or elle it muſt be allow'd that a Zeal which exerts 
it ſelf in ' ſharply reproving Diſſenters, is very conſiſtent 
with the Evangelical Graces of Charity; Meekneſs and 
good Temper z. and that it has been always thought ne- 
ceſſary for the Paſtors of the Church to be thus zealouſly 
affected, that they may reclaim fuch of their Flock as are 
Alteady gone aſtray, and keep thoſe who are yet in the 
Fold from wandering. And indeed thoſe who are of this 
Spirit, however they may: be condemned by their yy 
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nants, have all- the Laus of Scripture and Reaſon 
their ſide. For Chrifts' and his A poltles abound. with 
Exhortatjons to. Unity, Peace and 7 (and without 
the Firſt, it is impo ble. to have the two laſt) they fet 
forth the deſtruttiye Nature of Diyiſions, they warn us to 
take notice of the Authors of them, and to avoid them 
they commapd us to, bear the Churc „ and dutifully to 
ſuhmit our ſelves to the Minifters of it. So that © 
Spirjtugl, Fathers having ſo great, a Truſt committed 
them, and ſo much Work to do, may juftly be incenſed 
againſt ſuch. of their Children as create them Diſturbance 
by their undutiful Carriage. St. Paul wiſhes that the 
were even cut off who thus trouble the Church. — h 
Church hath no reaſan to be at all ſatisfied with the 
1 my of halding the fame Articles of Faith, and Wor- 
ppipg the ſame Gad and Lord Jeſus Chriſt, only claim- 
5 Liberty to do it in their own Way, with Teachers 
a Form of Diſcipline of their own-chuſing., This 
a if the Queen ſhoyld ſend Orders to the Lieutenants 
MRNA, to raiſe the Militia in caſe of an Lovgnen 
or popular Inſurrection; and great part of the Militia 
all Counties quid come together and ſay, We are tbe 
LVEEN's duiiful and loyal Subjects; we will ſtand by ber 
with gur Lives aud Fortunes; but as 10 theſe Qfficers, we cap» 
not ſubmit tg their Commands ; we baue ſeveral Exceptions 
4.55 their Perſans, Diſcipline, &c. and thereupon lift un- 
der Officers of their own chuling, to the great Hindrance 
of the Queen's Affairs, aud to the Enemies great Ad- 


e z would any Body wonder if the Queen's Officers 


take this very. heigoyſly, and beſtir themſelves to 

ling fork Diſſenters u their proper Colours? Would 
it be allow'd as A ſuf ient Plea for them, when they 
were once brought to their Tryal, to tell their Judges z 


We ſerye the. ſame E E N gs you do; we only differ from 


thi ip the the Choice of Officors and ſome Ars "of Diſcipline © Will 

7 them from the Doom of Mutineers and Re- 
No more 40 I think that Chrift. will be leas d 

ich hal who own, the ne of his Churc „aud 
parate from it out of hatred tq his Minifters, 9 r 
of the Diſcipline, l thes deſpiſeth you, 5 

"m6... 7 thy Brother re * to church, let him 

Thee e an Heaven and 4 Lale N 
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Shineſs have ſucceeded among the moft intimate Ac- 
quaintance. It has fomented Diſputes among Men, Wo- 
men and Children: The very Boys at Schodl are ever 
and anon fighting in this ſhameful Cauſe; and 1 hear one 
was almoſt killd : And *cis to be fear*d ſuch Offences 
and Grudges have been taken, as will not be egfily*over- 
.come, *till Reaſon and dur wette to recayee. their 


former Powers. Nothing but he&oring, mobbi g, bra- 
zening, inſulting, and burning their Nt 0 Ef- 
9 


figy; a plain Indication what they long and hope to be 
at, viz. the old Smithfield Paſtime, and that their Fingers 
itch to be throwing Faggots at Zereticks; and in more 
Inftances than T can name, playing the Devil in Perfe- 
tion, In Wales I hear a kind of formal Perſecution is 
begun, not only by a League to have no Commerce with 
Diſſenters, (which is a ſort of Outlawry ) but alſo h 
exacting Fines, by what Colour of Law I know not. if 
this fiery Doctrine have as full Scope in Private as Pub. 
lick, what tragical Confuſions muſt it needs produce in 
Families? How ſurely muſt it diſſolve all the ſtrongeſt 
Bonds of Blood and Alliance? I know not the ſtricteſt 
Conformiſt, but what has ſome diſſenting Relations, and 
many in the neareft degree; ſuch as Husbands, Wives, 
Parents, Children, Brethren, Cc. and if they muſt con- 
ſider them as Plagues, growing Evils, Cc. what muſt be- 
come of conjugal, parental, filial and fraternal Affecti- 
on? The moft endearing Language will be, Ger thee be- 
bind me, Satan, thou art an Offence unto me. It is the na- 
- tural Conſequence of this, what was the Accidental of 
Chriſt's Doctrine; to ſet a Man at Variance againft his 
Father, the Daughter againft the Mother, Ge. and to 
make a Man's Enemies thoſe of his own Houſhold. What 
' fay you to this? ee as 
C. | confeſs I cannot well tell what to make of your 
Diſcourſe. I knaw no ſhameful Cauſe that we maintain, 
nor fiery Doctrine that we Preach. I am ſure pleadin 
for Union in the Church, and charging Dividers wit 
- Schiſm, and all the ill Conſequences of it, and ſhewing 
from Scripture and Times of approv'd Diſcipline what 
_ Puniſhment they deſerve, is no fiery Doctrine. And 1 
deny that thoſe miſchievous Effects which you ſo tragi- 
. cally *xepreſent, are the natural Conſequences of this, 
or any other Doctrine taught in our Church, but meerly 
Accidental, ariſing from the continual Oppoſition that 
. there is between the Spirit of Chrift and the Powers of 
; Parknefs So that if acgidental "Conſequences ( . 
| | | ; eve 
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of Chriſt. But wil Fra good Chriffian 15 de Sc 
one Do cine of Chriſt + ought to, Cages al d, be 20 
the accidental RL RY nces of it m prove very fa 
Will any one dare to, ay, that it had been well e 
had never been preached in the World, becauſe 
thouſands of Lives have been loſt in the Nelence * 
Propagation of his Faith? I am ſure God will. Never. pu- 
niſh, any, of his Miniſters for the, ill, Sutcels_ of their 
iniſtcy, if they haye been but ict lin, the ” WIL 
21 it, and have not fail'd to declare The whole 7 
WN Whatever their Eats may be; in this n 
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15 ſuffer them to be milled, without ſhewing them 87 
Beger and labonring to keep 4 70 right, Lam as Fer 
Tily, perſuaded that Fred racy of Truſt will, be laid to thei 
arge,. and the Souls o their mist 1 bougy 60 


at their Hands 0 the Day of Juc s I am, thap 
God, bas appointed ſuch 2 Day. Why, he's you ask me 
What ſhall become of conjugal, parengal, filial A Aﬀ-dion, 
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5 are without ſome afra 5 elations? I 

liexe von would haye asked G ſame 59 

wben be & ſaid, He that 1 5 not Fatber and Mother 

and Children, Bretbren-and. Siſters, yea and hi own Life or 

25 not 3 af ne. And the reaſos of all this, js 

4, May give in exchange for bis ink 
ns 


bat hall binder him, from purſuing the great Bui 
af, Salration ?, And if Salyation depends Upon an impaf- 
5 Obedience to all. 0 Pe. $ ene -n the People 


| upon ekil 1 Pe ouls to obey theic 
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ritual Paſtors, who come in at the right Door, And 


pe 


* none other Goſpel than wil Chr and bis Mini- 
Fre Haig ht before them. The feet iſpiſe them for 


Ret 1 5 Infirmicits, nor r m that their ex- 
820 Modes and Citrumſtanecs of Worthip don't pleaſe 
Body ; For 775 bas fd, 4 ut ll ſech Jon, Je. 
bY me: werfly 1 Aras * 125 55 75 * 
Load Aytiy ad way 2s 
Oy hb 12 5 het onr 4 
e 1 9 1 poſtfes, in wh e Fonidabon 6f his 
tire Thy Nay further Pep 7 are not only to 
Ediform themſelves to the O tdets of the Church, but 
they are bound to perfuade other” to. do the fame, and 
10 er W a peculiar 'difhke of thoſe #ho refuſe to do it; for 


* other (and Why ma ive not take the 
Wh, t e 1 


Word in * 1 ne gen bear the Church, let 

e b the ben Mir and u Publican. The 

rich” ol kan gies 25 is ſome SHinefs and want of fret 
27 erſation, Which was aways thougbt beft ia thefe 


| Cales, tho you mightily comptaim oft: Not confiderty 
| Werde the Reaſons for it. Which are baer 


Fut, That the. Ofrendet, den 36 by bimſelf 


Ed and ſbun'd by all en, ana de aham d bf 
ir rol . l 


ault, and * 2 
eon, That may ot be infekted wich ts 
Company, and e rap with the ſame Error. 
How far this may fo Commertr and Trade, v- 46 
not take upon tne retiſely to determine at 3 hut 
Tis 1 dare be bold to affirm, 7 4 (ot rmifts may not 


cal s freely with Non-c de with t 
pe their dun C bm Comm 80 0 $ would be AR 


Golpel-fule of n6n d, let him be to rhe# a 4 


Man and 4 e 4 K wide diſſerent . | 


be 2 that bearken'# to the Church, and 
ot. How wide 1 cannot Hy, unteſy'L 
Hig nx 2 qo 5 the Fews of thoſe Times wore by the 


Ty s of theſt Church direRed#s to their Dealings with 

ablicans and Sinners: For fo far as they were 1 

to deal with them, ſo far and no further may 4 
pd of the Church deal with thofe Who have cat © 

855 ority; our Saviour having made it a parvlt cif 
ow it appears ears from St. 2 Anſwer to Cornelis, that 

it was not ſawfuf for 'a Few to keep Company, or come 

Yiito one of another Nation; and the ſame dance they 


Fepe f from Publicam, as we learn from the Gofpe l. A 


£3 kd A, ek oo a © 
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my * 


if Chriſtians muſt obſerve the are towards Sbiſmetichs, then 
they may not accept of their Invitations and-Envertain- 
ments, nor be concern'd* with them in ſuch Affairs, as 
require a frequent and familiar Converſation, You'll ſoy 
that our Saviour convers'd with PrrbHcans, ' and laid down 
this Mazim for it; They that are whote, need nb 4 Pim, 
— tre ſick; by which he plainly intimates, that 
ſach Perſons have moſt need of Religious Converſation. 
But you muſt take care not to divide c iſt, By making his 
Dottrine and Practice Ineonſiſtent. The #foreſaid Rule 
is very clear and poſitive, er him be 10 bee an Heulen 
and x Publian; and it was ſpoken to thoſe 'who knew very 
well that the Jews did rehgioufly abſtain from the Com- 
on of faeh Men: And yer it is evident, that our Lord 

io{elf 4d not abſtain from them. But befides ſome ſpe- 
cia Reaſons which might be given for this, fromthe Per. 
ſon and Authority of Chriſt, I think this eming "Oppoti- 
tion may be thus reconcird; If we ſay, that it is lawful 
for Miniſters to converſe with Diſfenters, but nor for the 
People; and that for theſe Reafons. n. 
Fiſt, Becauſe there is no -Diffenter, but what beton 
to ſome Minifter's Flock: And therefore the Miniſtet 


4 us @ 


a right to him as his proper ſpitituai Gude. 
; 6, Becaufe e Wiener is appointe 


Watchman over the Souls of his Flock; and muſt rendet 


to God an account of them; and 'therefore it behoves 
them to know the State of their Flock, and labout to re- 
cover fuch of them as are in Error to the Knowledge and 
Love of the Truth. © 97.6 a MIT © UL) 
Thirdly, Becauſe the Enemy is very 'bufy in ſeducing 
Men, ang hardening them in Error; and therefore Mint- 
ſters would be inexcuſable if they were not as actite oh 
the ether Hand to open Metis Eyes, and reſtore them to u 
Ti ht Mind-. a 0 } 2 eee 1 
ie „Miniſters gendrally ſpeaking have not thoſe 
worldtyReaſons to which other Men may have, to be 
complatſant to Difenters, and tantious of difobliging them: 
Or if they have any, yet the Laws of their Office win 
with every conſcientious Man weigh down all other Con- 
— EDD and embolden them to reprove with all Free- 
; om, | a 1 : 1 "> C4 | Rats * | (0) 
And Taſth, A Miniſter is or ought to be like 4 good 
Phyfictan, both fortified againſt the Infe&ion of Errors, 
and Iikewiſe well qualified by his Gravity, Learning, Pre- 
dence, aud good underſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, 
and all the Doarines and Diſcipline of the Church, _ = 
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gend his own Principles, and convince all thoſe that op- 


Poſe them. 1 10 85 ch 
Mp now with the People it is quite otherwiſe, They 
have no /Spiritual Authority over othe 


than likely to help others out of. them | Ang erefore - 
Ma k..Qt 


F.* ®F  & 42 


- 


that be that-ſhall confider who. ſaid it, and upon what oc- 
it b 


day? Don't you think that ſome of the Minifter's neareſt 
Relations are Offenders in ſome of thoſe Particulars, and 
ſo obnoxious to the Curſe ? And the Prieſt knows it, and 
yet he ſays, ( without Breach of Duty) curſed is be, mean- 
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ſpeaking againſt the Church (as I believe they all do at 


one time or other) Ger zhee behind me Satan, &c. 

Vou think it very unnatural for any Man to ſay hard 
Things, or pronounce a hard Sentence upon bis near Re- 
lations, as being Diſſenters. But who think Schiſm as ſin- 
ful as Immoralities (and I am ſure the Conſequences of 
it have been far worſe to theſe Nations) cannot think ſo. 


Now it has undoubtedly happen'd, and muſt needs hap- 


pen again, that a Prieft cannot avoid pronouncing a Curſe 
upon his neareft Relations, as being by their Tranſgreſ. 
fions obnoxious to it. What think you of the Anniverſa- 
ry Curſes pronounced of Old by the Levites upon Mount 
Ebal? Do you think that the Levites, a whole Tribe, and 
moſtly marry'd Men, had no near Relations who came 
within the Compaſs of their Curſes? What think you of 
the Curſes denounced in our Churches every Aſhwedneſ- 


ing every Body, that doth ſo or ſo. The Laws of Religion as 


well as of Civil Government, muſt be obſerv'd and re- 
verenc'd by us, and impartially adminiſter'd by us too, if 


the Adminiftration of them be in our Hands, tho they lay 
hold of our neareft and deareft Friends, We are only the 
Miniſters and not the Makers of Laus. We cannot re- 
verſe the Curſes, nor mitigate the Puniſhments, nor con- 
fer the Bleſſings by fayourable Thoughts, and kind Inten- 
tions to any Perſons, Do you think that your pronoun. 
cing an Abſolution in your own Church will abſolve your 
own Family above all the reft, without the Conditions 


of Faith and Repentance, only becauſe you have a great- 


er Favour for them? Or if you ſhould pronounce it at 
Salters.Hall, do you think that the Afﬀembly there, would 
be ever the more abſolved, becauſe you call them your 
dearly beloved Brethren, and give them the right Hand 
of Fellowſhip? | | 
B. Why ſure you have very hard Thoughts of me, and 
et I take my ſelf to be a very honeſt Man, and ama 
riend to all ſuch of what Communion ſoever ; Papiſts, 
Non-Furors, High and Low-Church- Men, all forts of Diſen- 
ters, it they are good Men in their Way, I can heartily 
love them, and freely converſe with them. I belong to 
no Party that T know of, My favourite Authors whom I 
admire and moft delight in, are of the higheft Strain, and 


more vehement than I-could wiſh againft Prozeftans Diſſen- 


Aw , 
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ters 3 nay, I have and honour ſome Nan-Furars too, ay Mr. 
Colier, and Biſhop Ktn. whoſe great Devotion makes me 
reverence bim next to the preſent Archbiſhop of Canter- 
Þuxy ; who I think in my Conſcience may be compared to 
Atbanaſius for Soundneis in the Faith, Holineſs of Life, and 
the ſpiteful Perſecution of Adverſaries, there be ing ſcarce 
a Week as I am inform'd, but he has ſome virulent Lan- 
, Libel, or Leiter to affront him. From whom tis ea- 

y to gueſs. | | TY 
C. Lam almoft as ſorry to hear you ſpeak well of the 
Archbiſhop, as I am to hear that others write or ſpeak 
Ill of him; becauſe your kind Commendation. of bim will 
give the World occaſion to ſuſpect that he is yaur Friend, 
and by conſequence a Friend to your Friends; and then 
by your own account of your ſelf, he muſt be a Man of 
great Latitude, too much a great deal for his high Sta- 
tion, eſpecially at this time. But I ** he is not. He 
formerly wrote a very good Diſcourſe about Union, where- 
In he labours to reoncile your Friends the Diſſentgrs to our 
Church; but like a great many other good Men, who took 
Pains with them at the ſame time, he loſt his Labour, 
There lately liy'd with him a very learned and good Man, 
of great Temper and Patience, who during his abode there, 
writ a Book of Church-Government, ſo conſonant to the pri- 
mitive Times, that it might juſtly by ſtyl'd, Trimitiue 
Church-Government reviv'd. Therein he ſhews you the 
beautiful Face of the ancient Church, wherein if any 
Spot of Error at any time appear'd, immediately care 
was faken to wipe it off, without any Indulgence. And 
tho' he has not made any expreſs Applications to the 
Diſſenters of theſe Times, get the very beſt of them can- 
not read his Book, but they muſt own that according to 
thoſe Rules they are no true Miniſters of Chrz/t. For 
theſe Reaſons I am verily perſuaded that the Sentiments 
at Lambeib concerning Diſſenters, are very different from 
what they are at the Callegiate · Church of St. K auburine ; and 
that there they don't think as you do, that it is ſufficient 
to conſtitute a true Church, that the Memhers of it are 
all plain-hearted Proteſtants, holding one Lord, one Faul, 
and one Baptiſm, at leaſt in your Notion of theſe Words. 
But you compare his Grace to St. Athanaſius; and indeed 
the Ancients were ſo far of your Mind as to propoſe him 
for an abſolute Pattern of a good Biſhop. The Fathers 
his Contemporaries, and thoſe that follow d after, do all 
unanimouſly extol him as for other Virtues, ſo. eſpecially 
for his Soungnels in the Faith, and brave zealous Centes- 
WIEN; bans Be on Wc long 
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tions againſt all Hereſies and Innovations. This Is re- 


| markable of him, that he maintain'd the Communion of 


the Church ſo inviolable, that he refuſed to admit Here- 
ticks to it, tho* the Emperor commanded him by a threat- 
2 Letter to admit them: And what he obſerved in this 
Caſe himſelf, it is reaſdnable to think he injoyn'd his in- 
ferior Clergy to obſerve; for he was Archbiſhop of Alex- 
andria. Whence I am of Opinion, that if he had liv'd among 
us in the ſame Station, none of our Difſenters had been al- 
low'd the Sacrament with us, upon any occaſion whatever 
except they had firſt renounced their Errors. 

B. You are pretty aſſuming to inſinuate this by way of 
Advice to our preſent Biſhops, what they ought to do. 
You are not only high for Rituals, but for carrying all 
Things with a very high Hand, and make little Conſci- 
ence of the Apoftle's Charge ta condeſcend to Men of low 
Eftate. With what Scorn do you look down npon your 
poor Low-Church and difſenting Brethren ? How far from 
rhat Temper, we that are Strong, ought to bear the In- 
firmities of the Weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves? The 
Burthen of your Complaint is, That ſuch Church-men have 
been preferr'd, who profeſs that Heterodox Principle of 
Moderation, and are for letting their diſſenting Brethren 
live in Peace among them, and for joyning with them at 
this Criſis againft the common Enemy. This is indeed the 
Truth of the Matter; tis not Conformity but Malignity, that 
is expetted as the Proof of our Affection to the Church. 
Continual Murmurs and loud Ugroars have been raiſed of 
the Church's Danger. I have challeng'd ſome of the 
warmeſt Advocates in this Cauſe over and over, together 
and apart, to name, if they could, any one the leaft Pal- 
age that in theſe laft five Years could give any manner 
0 LUmbra e to the Eftabliſh'd Church; but never could 
get one Syllable of a Reply ; and conſequeatly all this Up- 
roar has been about nothing. I cannot hear of one Diſſen- 
ter that has had any confiderable Poſt in the Government. 
And it's more than I know, if any one Parſon has loft a 
Penny of his Dues : But this I know, that not only Diſſen- 
ters, but difſenting Minifters, have contributed largely to 
the Church of Znglend-LeBures, tho* moſt bitter againſt 
them. Buc now they are forc'd to hold their Hands, and 
keep what they can ſpare to build their Meetings and fur- 
niſh their Houſes, I am told there were not above five or 
fix Diſſenters in the late Parliament; and that ſo tender 
were they of the Church's Safety, that no ſooner did 2 
Pamphlet appear for taking of the Teſt, but they con- 


demn'd it to the Flames. 
he | g. As 
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C. As to the Church, it may, as 27 the State, or 


any leſſer Society, be endanger'd two Ways. 1f, From 
thoſe that are within. 24h, From thoſe that are without. 
The Church may be ſuppos'd to be in' a declining Con- 
dition, when the Governors and Minifters of it are gene- 
rally unqualified to do it effectual Service. 1ſt, For want 
of natural Abilities, when Men are weak, as we ſay, and 
have not a competent Share of natural Wit and Sagacity. 
2dly, For want of proper Education, he their Learning 
is but ſmall, or not of the right ſort, Mien they are not 
well acquainted with the Holy Scripture, and ſuch other 
Books as, help to ſolve the Difficulties of it. 3dly, For 
want of Induftry and Vigilance, when 45 meer Oſci- 


tancy and Slothfulnefs, they ſuffer Piety decay, and Ig- 
norance aid Errors to prevail, not reading Divine Service 
with a true Spirit of Devotion, nor preaching the neceſſa- 
ry Dottriffes of Faith and Manners with Clearneſs and 
Vehemency, nor Catechifing as conſtantly as the Church 
directs, nor viſiting their People often enough to know 
their Spiritual State. thy, For want of Fidelity, When 
they ſuffer the Diſcipſme of the Church to go down, or 
the Revenues of it to be with-held or alienated. 5rbly, When 
they are irregular, and make no Conſcience of their 0rdi. 
nation- Vows, but take their fill of Pleaſures and Diverfiong 
as commonly as other People, or ſet up for ſhrewd Men, 
who underſtand the World very well, or are under the 
Government of Ambition or Covetouineſs, or any other 
Paſſion or Intereft which may take them off from ſuch a 
contemplative and holy courle of Life, as may make them. 
fhining Examples to their Flocks. When the Clergy, wha 
are devoted to the Study of ſacred Knowledge, and whoſe 
whole Coverſation ought to ſavour of Spiritual Things, are 

enerally thus ſeculariz'd, as one ſpeaks, There muſt be à vi- 

ble decay of Pieiy, all parts of religious Worſhip, as Prayers, 
Preaching, the Holy Sacraments, &c. muſt loſe their juſt Eſteem. 
and Reverence, the Scriptures and all other good Books will be 
much neglected, and ſo the Foundations of the Church ( to ſpeak 
in the Pſalmiſts Phraſe) will be out of courſe. 

2. The Church is danger from thoſe that are out of her 
Communion; and that whether we conſider them as 
Teachers or Hearers. | 1 
Iſt, As to diſſenting Teachers, our Saviour's Rule holds 
good here: He that i not with us, is againſt us; and be that. 
gathereth not with me, ſcantereth abroad. Whatever the real 
G ounds of their Diflention be, whether Education, or In- 
re reſt, or Ambition of an Office which they could only aſ- 
pire to in ſuclra way; yet Scruples of Conſcience muſt be 

| e 
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People free to give us what = pleaſed ; By this means 
Ads or - 5 8 | 
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pretended, and Offence taken at the Minifters, the Ser- 


vice-Book, the Ceremonies, the Dilcipline, and fame of 
the DoQrines of the Church, And tho' they don't often 
make theſe Things the Subjects of their Diſcourſes in Puh- 
lick, becauſe they would hereby contradict that Principle 


of Moderation which they profeſs; yet in private Converſa- 


tion, when they viſit their People, they fail not in the 
moft unmerciful manner to arraign the Church in all the 
Particulars aforeſaid z as appears by the ftrange Obj:tions 
which were commonly in their Peoples Mouths, and the 
invincible Prejudices which they have againſt all Forms, 
whether of Prayer, or Catechiſm, or Confeſſion of Faith and 

Homilies uſed by the Church. Nay, I have obſerved. of 
ſome of them, that becauſe we ſay the Commandments as 
they are in Exodus, they teach them their Children as they 
25 they are in Deuteronomy, ſomething differently worded ; 
for no other reaſon that I can imagine, but to ſet them at 
As 8 a diſtance from us as is poſſible. And indeed the 
Diſtance is ꝑrodigious; extending far beyond thoſe few 


Ceremonies Which are commonly thought to be the Limits 


of it, to the moſt ſubſtantial Parts of our Worſhip ; So 
that when they come to our, Churches in their Occaſional 
Way, I obſerve that they behave themſelves more like 
Spectators, or Foreigners, that underftand not what we 
ſay, than Men that come to join Heart and Voice with us 
in the Worſhip of God, I know the Prejudices of Educa. 
tion are made an Excuſe for this ſort of Behaviour, but 
then this fully makes out my Charge againft their Teach- 
ers, that they are notorious Enemies of the Church, for 


thus prejudicing the People againſt if, And therefore 


24ly, The Church is in danger from the Hearers of 
ſuch Teachers. She is not only depriv'd of ſo many of her 
Sons as are in Meeting-Houſes, who (as I ſaid before) do 
properly belong to her, and who, if heartily united to her, 
would very much add to her Strength and Glory; but ſhe 
has in truth ſo many Thorns in her Sides; ſo many, who 
if they don't wiſh her quite in the Duff, do certainly wiſh 
to ſee her very Poor, and much below themfelyes, And 
therefore it is a common thing for all Difſenters to object 


Ne the Payment of Tythes; and ſome think they are 
i 


lig'd in Conſcience to with.hold them, From whence 


ve muſt needs conclude, that ſince it is the Practice of 


ſome, and the Principle of all Diſſenters to deny the 


. Church's Tyches, if they were powerful enough to give 


Law to us, they would preſently enact a Law for takin 
away Tythes, and think they dealt well by us if they left 


we 
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we might enjoy a Maintenance ſo long as our Miniftry 
fhould pleaſe the People, and no longer. It is in vain at 
this Day to urge the Example of the Primitive Times, un- 
leſs you could revive the Primitive Zeal among us. It is 
evident in Fact, that thoſe who depend upon Contributi. 
ons, as Lecturers do, have a very uncertain Dependence, 
and receive nothing at all from many of their Hearers. 
You your ſelf obſerve, that Diſſenters, who ſometime con- 
tributed to them, forbear when they are diſobliged. And 
how many Diffenters, have the Tythes in their Hands ? 
and how many more would be Difſenters in this reſpect at 
leaſt, if they were not compell'd by Law to pay them? So 
that I wonder you ſhould argue that there can be no dan- 
ger, becauſe no Paſſage has happen'd in ſome Years paſt 
to give any manner of Umbrage to the Church. Suppoſe 
there has not; is there no difference. between Principle 
and Practice? Does not every body know that Danger is 
one thing, and actual Suffering another? It is not an Age 
ago that Diſſenters Principles had their full Effects and 
Conſequences, and plainly prov'd deſtructive to the Church; 
and will you perſuade us that the ſame Seeds will not pro- 
duce the ſame Fruits? Or the fame Egg the ſame Cocka- 
trice, if it be warm'd and hatgh'd by Indulgence ? But you 
are a ſleepy Shepherd indeed, if you do not ſee how ma. 
ny Mines are ſprung, and Preaches made in your Fold, ſo 
that *tis impoſhble to keep your Flock in any tolerable 
Order. For ſuppoſe you have ſome very untractable Per- 
ſon to deal with, who forces you to proceed to that ne- 
ceflary and primitive part of Diſcipline, Excommunication. 
He is no boner caſt out, but a diſſenting Neigbbour takes 
him by the Hand, and ſays, Come, Sir, don't be concern d at 
bis; if the Church is ſhut, our Meetings are open, ſo that I bope 
are full as well, as 10 your ſpirituol State, as you were before: 
Aud'as for 4 Place in the Government, if you ever ſbould get 
one, it is but going 10 any Church, and receiving the Sacrament 
once-a Near, and you are ſafe in that too. It is natural to ima- | 
gin that ſome ſuch Conſolation as this may be admini- 
ſter d to a Perſon under Church-Cenſures, the Relief be- 
ing ſo apparently at Hand. For this Reaſon it is very 
unfair in Diflenters to object to us the want of Diſcipline. 
We own we want it; but how can we help our ſelves, or 
mend our People ? If we offer to exert our ſpiritual Au- 
thority over them, they withdraw. Nay, hardly can a 
Minifter conteſt his juſt Rights with a Pariſhoner (or in- 
deed offer to recover them, tho* confeſſedly his due) in 
+ never ſo fair and legal a way, but preſently the Man ei- 
ther falls off to che Diſſenters, or neglects all many 2 
| _ :  ,. emon 
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feſſion of Religion. But if he does this laft, are the Dit. 
ſenters anſwerable for that? Yes truly, I think ſo; ſince by 
their Clamours of Superſtition, and making a Jeft of the 
Miniſters and Orders of the Church, they have defaced 
the Majefty of Religion, and brought it into Contem 
I dare ſay more Wounds kave been given to Religion 
the unneceflary Diſputes which chey have moved, than all 
their Moderation will ever be able to heal. Jou are very 
big b for Rituals, ſay you. Yes indeed; we muſt confeſs the 
Diſputes about theſe Things have run very high. Should 
a Foreigner be acquainted with our Contentions about 
Ceremonies, he might think we had ſcarce any thing elſe 
in our Worship; tho“ when he comes into our Churches, 
he finds nothing leſs. But tis you that have ſpun theſe 
Controverſies into Volumes, by your endleſs Wranglings. 
Our beft Divines might have ſpent their Time in' more 
ſubſtantial and uſeful Studies; hut out of the greateſt 
Tenderneſs and Condeſcenſion to Men of your Party, they 
have ſet themſelves to reaſon Caſes calmly, and give full 
Satisfaction te peaceable and well-deſpoſed Minds. But 
ſo long as there is a Text in Scripture that can with any 
Colour be perverted to your Purpoſe, you will never 
yield, Becauſe the Church don't obey you, inftead of 
our obeying her, therefore the Miniſters make no Con- 
cience of the Apoſtle's Charge, to condeſcend to Men of 
low Eſtate; and, we that are ftrong ought to bear the 
Infirmiries of the Weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves; 
Which two Texts of Scripture, if they were Obligatory 
in your Senſe, would make it our Duty to break all Laws 
Sacred and Civil, in Co nſion to weak or wicked 
Men. But thus you abuſe Scripture, and put it into the | 
Hands of illiterate and unwary Men, to fight againft the 
Church. Upon ſuch weak Foundations your Diffenters 
Churches are built, For I tell you again, that of Things 
in your own Power, wherein you are not determin'd by 
Law, you may be as bountiful as you pleaſe ; but in Mat- 
ters of Church-Goverament, you may not be ſo. Here 
the very Labourers in the Streets know, that if you tram- 
ple upon the Orders of the Church, or encourage others 
to do ſo, you act contrary to your Vows and Subſcrip- 
tions. 
B. The Fanatichs have very little Influence in the Uni- 
rerſities, which are the Hope of the riſing Generation: 
There, without doubt, the Diſcipline of the Church may 
have free Courſe ; and yet what juſt and general Com- 
paints have we of the Diſorders reigning there? How 
many prudent Parents, who are far from ne — 
. | ; | V ciſeneſs, 
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ciſeneſs, are afraid to venture their Sons in them? I wiſh 
they had not ſo unhappily, by their printed Accounts of 
Feuds, expos'd one another: But ſince it is out, I muſt 
ſay, that he who has liv'd as long as J have done in one, 
and very near the other, whither my Buſineſs often call'd 
wes will be apt to ſay, Sarely the Fear of q* is not in this 
Placed. © 5 "* 

C. It is not reaſonable to expect that he Univerſities 
ſhould be perfectly free from Diſorders. They are the Se. 
minaries where moſt of our young Gentlemen, and abun. 
dance of the Commonalty, are planted. Thither they 
come at Age when their Paſſions are ſtrongeſt, and their 
Judgment and Experience but ſmall. Of theſe many have 
no deſign to make their Fortunes by their Learning, but 
aſtet two or three Years ſpent there, return Home or go 
to Travel: Many apply themſelyes to the Study of Phy- 
fick: Others are deſign'd for the Law, and remove to 
the. Inns of Court. When any of them prove irregular or 
vitious, the Governors cannot preſently caſt them out of 
their Society, becauſe that would lofe them the Love of 
their Friends, blaſt their Reputation for ever, and make 
them quite deſperate ; but firſt they try by gentle Admo- 
nitions, and if they perfift, by ſevere Puniſhments to re- 
form them. Which many times have the deſir'd Effect; 
but if they prove ineffectual, they ſend them away, that 
they may not corrupt others, Theſe Things confider'd, it 
is unanimouſly agreed by all knowing Perſons, both of 
our own and other Nations, that no ſuch numerous Bo- 
dies of young Men are any where to be found under better 
Diſcipline than our two Univerſities. I have been affur'd 
by a grave ingenious Foreigner, that we are more efteem- 
ed abroad for * and good Order, than any Uni- 
verſity he ever heard of. With what Conſcience then can 
you apply that which was ſaid of Idolatrous Gerar, Sure) 
tbe Fear of God is not in this Place, to thoſe. Places, where 
if you were educated, you would be compell'd to worſhip 
God in Publick twice every Day, and would want no In- 
frructions nor Encouragements thoroughly to underftand 
every Doctrine and Duty of Chriſtian Religion ? If many 
prudent Parents are afraid to venture their Children in 
the Univerſities, their Fears may be juſtly imputed to the 
Deſcriptions which you and ſuch as you give of thoſe 
Places. Why don't you tell them, that they may venture 
more ſecurely now than heretofore ?' That. ſeveral Cu-. 
ſtoms and Diverſions, once Innocent, but of late abuſed, 
are now quite taken away: That continual Vigilance is 
uſed to ſpy * thing that is amiſs, and to- rc, S 
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1f you. know. the preſent State of the Univerſities, you 


muft know this to be true, : 

But Church-Diſcipline, you ſay, may have free courſe 
there, becauſe Fanaticks have very little Influence in tho 
Univerſities. But are not all ſorts of Diffenters allow'd 
their Meeting-Houſes in Oxford and Cambridge? By which 
means the Sinews- of Church-Diſcipline are cut there as 
much as in other Places. Indeed I always thought it hard, 
that however extenſive the 7oleration muft be, it ſhould 
not be kept out of the Precincts of the Univerſities. And 
I think if Difſenters themſelves confider'd their own In- 
tereſt, they would not take the Liberty, (however gran- 
ted them by Law) to hold their Aſſemblies in thoſe Places, 
ſince it muſt needs make the Scholars, who look upon this 
as a bold Defiance, more zealous agaiaft them when they 
come abroad. | 0 

B. I am far from pretending to be without Sin: I have 
my Faults and Follies more than enough, for which I de- 
ſire to be humbled. But I challenge the World to prove 
any Scandal but Moderation upon me. I declare once for 
all before God and the World, (and let this rife in Judg- 
ment againſt me if I lie,) that for the laſt one and twen- 
ty Years, the half of my Life, I neyer did any one the 
leaft real wrong that I know of. 

C. Then you have made a large amends for loſs of 
time, in your Account of Dr. Sacbeverell. | 

B. Why, what bave you to ſay againſt that? 

C. Indeed very little. I had ſpoke to it ſooner, but the 
late Vindication of the Doctor has made ſuch clear Work 
of that Matter, that there is very little left for me to 
ſay. But why ſhould your Anger thus continue to burn 
againſt him? Whas he not call'd to Account? Was he not 
try'd by ſuch Judges as would do you all impartial Juftice ? 
Had he not a Sentence paſs'd upon him? And is he not 
ftill under the Penalty-of it ? Methinks it ſhould be more 
agreeable to Men of your protcft Moderation, tofit down 
ſatisfied. when Juſtice has had its due Courſe, and ſuffer 
the Offender to live unmolefted, than be always thus 
wounding his Reputation, which is more grievous to an 

ingenuous Mind, and more hurtful to a Clergyman, than 
any other ſart-of Puniſhment, | 2.5 

B. I ſolemaly protefl before God and the World, that E 
aye no manner of Grudge or Envy againſt the Man; nor 
do I ſuſpect bim of being in any Senſe or Degree the Cauſe 
of the many great Alterations in the Publick. 

C. No! Why then did you ſingle him out above all the 
reft of his Brethren, for the Object of your Satyr? 
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B. It was thought neceſſary to give ſuch a plain and true 
account of the DeFor, and his Teaching and Behaviour, as 
may refute the vulgar Errors, and make it appear that 
his Cauſe is far from being the Cauſe of the Church, (as 
thouſands ran away with that greet Miſtałe) nor did he ſuffer 
any thing as a Champion or Defender of it. Firſt then; as 
to his ambitious Title of Doctor, nothing but extreme Pride 
could make the Son of a Pauper at 34 aſpire to it, with- 
out either Benefice or Eftate to ſupport it. | 
c. How does this prove that the Doftor's Cauſe is not 
the Cauſe of the Church, which is the Propoſition you laid 
down? What Matter is it to us, at what Age he took his 
Doctors Degree, or in what Circumſtances? How can you 


tell but by che Statutes of his College, he muſt take his 


Doctors Degree at'ſuch a Time, or loſe ſome confiderable 
Advantage? Which I ſuppoſe is the Caſe, and then no 
doubt but the Founder made Proviſion to ſupport the De. 
gree. But this is enough for an Eſſay of your Character, 
which was to be drawn, as you ſolemnly protefted, with. 
out one Line of Prejudice or Envy; and yet you no ſoon- 
er begin, but you charge him with extreme Pride for do- 
ing a Thing in its own Nature Laudable, and what, for 
any thing yon know, he had ſpecial Obligations to do 
juſt when he did it. If you have any thing more material 
to object, pray let us hear it, and don't ſpend time in ſuch 
3 as this. | 

B. Pray not fo haſty 5 you'll ſpoil my Deſign, I inten- 
ded to deſcribe an High-Church Fanatick, and according to 
your own Example, ſet your pretended Champion's Pitture 
a the Front, And now you hurry me over a great many 
notable Strokes, to come to ſomething Material: Which 
I believe you'll own this to be. Tis with reſpe@ to his 
Office, which he ſo much magnifies, and that is, very 
great and unexcuſable Unfaithfulneſs, and taking a Charge 
which he can never fulfil (tho' he had more than enough 
to ſerve any reaſonable ſingle Man before, eſpecially one 
who will own no Relation but where he pleaſes} for filthy 
Lucres ſake, which makes me ſtrongly ſuſpect him of 


Avarice ; I may ſafely ſay, a greedy defire of the Mammon 


of Unrighteouſneſs. Would any one have imagin'd, that 
heard him expreſs his Concern at his Tryal, as one of his 
ſore Afflictions, That be could not perform bis Dnty to bis Flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt bad made bim Overſeer, that this 
zealous Miniſter of the Goſpel, would the very next Month, 
take a large Parith with Cure of Souls, as far as Wales, 


where he cannot goat moſt above once a Year, and pro- 


bably will not above once in three, when he had ſo vaſt 
C1 | a Pariſh 
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a Pariſh upon his Hands already, and he could preach ta 
neither of them theſe three Years: Whatever may be ald 
for two Livings with cure of Souls, where the Pariſhes 215 
not large, nor the Diſtance between them great, ſo that 
there may be time, by a double Diligence, to watch over 
both; I am ſure he that would take ſuch a Charge many 
ſcores of Miles from the Place of his Abode, can never be 
in good earneſt with God, nor underſtand the Nature and 
Obligations of his Function, but values the Fleece-more 
than the Flock, and cannot ſay with the Apoſtle, e ſeek 
not yours but you : Yet this is he, forſooth, that muſt teach 
the Biſhops their Duty, and charge them to perform it, 
that takes upon him the care of all the Churches, and has 
made himſelf the Keeper of rhe Vineyards, but his own 
Vineyard he has not kept. 2015 | 

C. This we muſt allow to be a material Objection, bo- 
cauſe the Church has always thought it ſo: And it is pro- 
ly urg d againſt the Docter, (tho not by a proper Perſon”) 
becauſe has in fo publick a manner profeſt his Zeal for the 
good of the Church, with which this PraQtiſe ſeems not 
confiſtent. And therefore I hope the Doctor will take care 
to juſtiſie himſelf to the World in this (and I can ſee but 
one way of doing it, which I ſhall ſpeak to anon) that there 
may be no occaſion for thoſe that ſeek occaſion, to ſay as 
they do, that our Zeal is pretended for the Church, but is 
really for the Preferments of it: Which I truſt it will nor 
prove to be. Now here the Vindicator, who ſatisfies me 
in other Things, . doth not ſatisſie me in this. He ſays, Oar 

tate Declaimers ag ainft Flurslitics, were, and nom are them- 
Toe Plurelifts; but ewen the leudeft of theſe do not condemn the 
Doctor, becauſe tho he har two Preferments, he has but one cure of 


that che Doctor has Inſtitution to his Preferment in Wales, 
but not to that in London. But however, both theſe Pre- 
ferments are Churches, and, as you fay, at a very great di- 
ſtance, and here his Pariſh is vaſtly large. His Office is to 
proach every Sunday in the Afternoon. There is another 

reacher for the Morning; they are both ſtyTed Chaplains of 


their Revenues are equal, and therefore I conclude that 
both are equally obliged ro take care of the Flock. And 
this Obligation the Doctor owned in his Defence. So that 
tho not in the Letter of the Canon-Law, Jet in Reaſon and 
Conſcience, by which I believe he will be governed, hie 
muſt look upon himſelf as Miniſter of two diſtant Pariſhes 
with cure of Souls. But what the Doctor's Cure in Landen 
1s, can be of no great a+ to his Pariſh in Malen, for 

Andes baht a 
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Half in the Eye of the Low. This, I ſuppoſe, is his meaning, 


the Church, both are choſe in by the Veſtry-men, both 
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tis plain enough, that he that is reſident here, upon what 
account ſoever, muſt be Non-Reſident there. 

Now as to Pluralities and Non-Refidence, there has 
been (as the Vindicator obſerves) much declaiming againſt 
them, even by Church-men themſelves. About three Years 
after the Reftauration of K. Charles II. there was publiſh'd 
a Book by a nameleſs Author, with this Title, 1CZAB0D, 
or five Groans of the Church; prudently foreſeeing, and paſſio- 
mately bewaillng ber ſecond Fall; threatned 5 theſe five 
dangerous, though undiſcerned Miſcarriages, that cauſed be- 
| 15 viz. undue Ordination. 2. Looſe Profaneneſs, 3. Un. 
conſcionable Symony. ' 4. Careleſs 7 ance. 5. Encroach- 
ing Pluralities: Humbly preſented to the King's moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, and bis great Council, the Parliament of England. 
This Book was printed at Cambridge; ſo that we cannot 
doubt but it was writ by a Friend. Under the Head of 
Pluralities, the Church is brought in thus expoſtulating 
with Pluraliſts in behalf of unbeneficed Minifters : Will you 
eat the Bread out of your Brethrens Mouths, and will 
you ftarve your Fellow.Servants ? Are you Miniſters ? So 
are they. Are you Orthodox? So are they. Are you 
Loyal? So are they. Have you been conftant ? So have 
they. ' Are you Serviceable to the Church ? They more: 
In Labours more abundant. Oh how many excellent Men 
Who ontliv'd the late Miſeries, Articles, Committees, Se- 
queſtrations, Proteftations, Covenants, Engagements, lin- 
gering out their Lives, laden and almoſt oppreſſed, worn 
out and quite tired with the burden of Years, Cares, Fears, 
. Laboprs, Neceſſities and Afflictions, are now fain to die 
in Obſcurity, Want and Contempt, as if the Sons of the 

Church of England wanted only this to make up the Mea- 
ſure of their Sufferings, that they ſhould be undone when 

the Church is reftor*'d! How many hundreds of ſober and 
able Men are laid aſide, and contemn'd by ſome as Or- 
thodox, and deſpiſed by others as poor? Whom the Peopl- 
would relieve, but that they are faithful to me; whom I 
would relieve, but that I am ſwallow'd up by you ? When 

vou look big with your Abundance and Superfluities, and 

4 glory in your Preferments, how' many hundred able and 

; ober Men are aſham'd of their Order and Function, are 
- wrapped up in Poverty and Diſcontent, and loft in poor 
Employments? Whoſe faithful Labours I want, whole ſo- 

| ber, Converſations. might hononr me, whoſe Diligence and 
Care might reſtore me, ,whoſe Reaſon and Learning might 
uphold me, whoſe powerful Preaching might eſtabliſh me, 

. Whoſe Self-denial and Devotedneſs to publick Good might 
fave me. Muſt you provoke that God 15 — 
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hitherto upheld your Order and Function, by abuſing the 
Maintenance he allows for his Service and Servants, to 

our own Advantage? Muft you diſpleaſe his Sacred Ma- 

ty LK. Charles II. by appropriating to a few ill -· belo- 
ved Perſons, for whoſe ſake His Majeſty is thought the 
worſe of, that Encouragement which might be equally be- 
ftow'd upon well deſerving and well- beloved, who might 
in each Pariſh teach his Subjects their Duty faithfully, per · 
ſuade them to Obedience ſucceſsfully, and ſettle them in 
the Doctrine of Government according to the great Prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity, moſt happily ? Muft you provoke 
your Brethren of the Clergy to Diſcontent, by taking up 
all the Encouragements of their Studies, all their Employ- 
ments and Hopes? How many hopeful young Men in Ci- 
ty and Country are forced either to want, or which is worſe, 
to live upon your ſmall Penſions and ſcant Allowance ; and 
(what is natural for Parts and Ingenuity in want) to deſ- 
pair of their Fortunes, and to envy yours? How readily do 
they now, hopeleſs of any regular Favour, apply them. 
ſelves to popular Applauſe, that their Compliance may 
gain that among the People, which their Merit could not 
among you ? — Do you imagine thoſe many ative 
Men will reſt in a diſpirited, poor, mendicant, decay'd, de- 
jected and vexatious Condition? Do not you fear their 
melancholy Thoughts, their retired Contrivance, their 
forlorn Meetings ? You know there are none ſo dangerous 
as thediſcontented Scholars. Monopoly is the ruin of the 


State, Pluralities are the ruin of the Church : The one 
neceſſitates the indigent Subject to dangerous Courſes and 
Praiſes; the other, the poor Scholar to as dangerous 


Diſcourſes and Thoughts, 
It is not a ſhame that one part of the Miniftry ſhould 
reduce the other to ſmall Contributions, uu Dependen- 
ingenious Spi- 
rits and Learning muft deteſt them, who cannot endure, 


'when they do their Work, to beg for their Wages, not 
without ſordid Compliances and Flatteries, with vile Men 


in their vileft Humours ? Oh look upon the poor Curates 


-and their Families ; What is their Portion of the Proſpe- 


rity we now enjoy? Alas, they live by God's Mercy and 


Mens Charity, How deſpicable is their Calling? How lit» 
'tle their Authority? How inconſiderable their Inſttucti- 
ons? How ſucceſsleſs their Doctrine? How uncreditable 


their Lives? Do not you ſee that your Fellow-Miniſters 
under theſe Neceſhties will not long be able co affect the 


Honour of their Calling; and that no after-Generation 
will ſucceed to inherit their —_— and Pains; ualcſs ſuch - 
3 


not complain, as you do, of meeting 
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as will further debaſe the Dignity of the Function? What, 
muſt all the ingenious Miniſters be Stipendiaries ? The Fa- 
ction threaten'd no more. Muſt they have only their Al- 
lowances? Anarchy could have done no more. Are you 
reftor'd to reduce your Fellow. Ser vants to that Penury by 
a Law, which Fanaticks would have brought them to with- 
out Law ? They wanted only this Miſery, to be undone by 
_ Brethren, and periſh by thoſe of their own Profeſ: 
ON. — = | 

B. Come, I could almoſt wiſh that I were Deaf, or you 
were Dumb: I don't at all edifie by your Diſcourſe I 
can ſpend my time better. | 

C. Why I thought I had talk'd to a Man of my own 
Principles in theſe Points of Pluralities and Non-Reſi- 
dence. For beſides your Impeaching of Dr. Sacheverel in 
theſe Articles, you have told the World, that Pluralities 
and Non-Refidence are a confeſt Abuſe : That you never 
yet ſaw any thing offer'd in their Vindication, nor can 
_ be without groſs Prevarication, even againſt common 

nies 4 5 

B. I cannot deny but I have ſaid ſo: And in truth, as te 
Principle, I am of chat Opinion; but d 4 

C. But in Fact you act otherwiſe, 

B. Who gave you Authority to ſay ſo? 

C. Becavſe you writ your ſelf Eldeſt Brother of St. Kathe. 
rines, London, and Rector of Whiſton in Northamptonſhire, 

B. What then? Don't I tell you, that in my Travels 1 
find the Roads unſafe, eſpecially ſince Matters were ripen- 
ing for the Election, by drunken Zealots crying, #igh. 
Church, High.Church ! that I have been inform'd that three 
arm'd Ruffians have been enquiring for me, and hovering 
about to way-lay me? Don't I put in my Claim of Right 
to a free and unmoleſted Paſſage in any part of my native 
Country ? Why can't you conclude from all this, that I 
Tide every Week to my Country Living? 

C. Nay, if you'll ſay it, I can't contradict it, for I know 
little of you, and never enquir'd about this. But tis hard- 
ly credible you ſhould, if your Country Living be, as tis 
ſaid, Tbreeſcore Miles out of Town. If you make a trade 
of riding to it hence to ſerve the Cure your ſelf, you need 
Tantivies and Hi 


Flyers ready to break their Necks for hafte: You muſt 
as high and as faſt as the moſt bluftering Blade of them 
all. | | 
B. Well; but ſuppoſe I keep a Curate ; what then? 
C. Why then I hope you'll well weigh and conſider what 
I told you juſt now, out of my Author, under the Head of 
Pluralitixs. 
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Pluralities. There is likewiſe ſomething in the Chapter of 
Non-Reſidence which it concerns you to hear. Amo 

many Expoſtulations of the Church with Non-Reſidents, 
he makes her ſpeak thus: The Prebends are many, the Priefts 
are many, the Deans are many, the Labourers are few. Then 
they all make anſwer, We beve Curates, and they perform our 
Duty. Curates ! (replies the Church) has new Generation 
of Men are theſe Curates ? We bave indeed ſome Prophets, ſame 
Apoſtles, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, ſome Doctors; but no 
Curates. Your Commiſſion is, Go ye, and teach al Nations 3 
not, go ye, or ſend your Curates to teach all Nations. Hath 
your Servant Liberty to bring whom he will to your Ser- 
vice, while he takes his Pleaſure; and have you Liberty 
to bring whom you will to God's Service, while you take 
your Pleaſure ? [ Then follow ſeveral proper Texts of Scripture 
to mind Paſtors of their Duty, and the greùt Account they bave 
to give of the Flocks over which they are appointed; eſpecially - 
out of the 34th Chapter of Ezekiel. Afterwards the Church pro- 
ceeds thus ; ] Are Curates Minifters, or are they not? If 
not, why do you employ them? If they are, why do they 
not live upon that Maintenance that God hath allow'd Mi- 
nifters? You could not endure rationally in theſe late 
Times to hear of Stipends, yet now your Brethren muſt 
be content with Allowances, And beſides, if they are Mi- 


| nifters, then either they have cure of Souls or not: If 


they have cure of Souls, why do they not attend their own 
Charge ? If they have no cure of Souls, how can they ex- 
erciſe any miniſterial Act, ſeeing they have none to exer. 
ciſe it upon? No People being oblig'd to attend any but 
their own Miniſter: Yea, all People being bound to at. 
tend only their own Minifter. — Cannot the State 
keep Curates as well as you ? A Gentleman hath a 
Perſonage of 2001. a Year in his Gift: Why, faith he, ſball 
I part with ſo much of my Eſtate ? Cannot I give 200r 30 1. 10 4 
Clergyman? You will tell him, Sir, you rob God, He will 
„ 10 more than you. You know God only hath Tythes, 


la 
| qa they are employ'd in his Service; and I ſhall allow 


ſo much and more to God's Service than you do. 
Itbe is not ſo much the Maintenance of the Minifters Per. 
ons, as their Wages for their Work: But a little of the 
Vibe may ſuffice him. that doth the Work, as we may ob- 
ſerve from what we allow: And really I do not know by 
what Law of God or Man, a Clergyman may turn bis, Tythe 
to private Advantage any more than a Layman, A this ii 
ſpoken by the Patron o the Clergymen.— What, are you 
aſleep, Man! | 


B. It 


30 A Dialogue between Mr. B. 


B. Indeed I wass a little dozed by your Diſeourſe; tig 
ſo very heavy and tedious, there's no holding up under it. 
But why is all this pointed at me? Pray reform your own 
Side, who are much more culpable than 1am. | 

G. Nay, e'en take it amongft you, high and low, one 
with another. I aſſure you, I am no reſpecter of Perſons 
in theſe Matters: What I ſay to you, I ſay to all that are 
concern'd, My Author ſeems to have been a grave, learn? 
ed, obſerving Man, and heartily zealous for the Welfare of 
our Church: He ſays, That theſe Practices bave belp'd forward 
- with ber Ruin once already; and he prophecies, that they will 
procure her a ſecond Fall. If there be any weight in his 
Words, I hope thoſe who have heartily eſpouſed her In- 
tereſt, will be ſo wiſe and good as not to meddle with any 

2ans which lead to ſo doleful an End. 

B. Well, but becauſe in ſaying theſe Things you reproach 
us alſo, I muſt tell you, that ſome of your Higheft Go- 
vernors are much more moderate in the Caſe of Pluralities 
than your Grave Author, One of them in his Diſcourſe 
to his Clergy ſays thus. My next and laſt Requeſt to 
« you at this time, ſhall concern your Curates. This it 
« may ſuffice, only to intimate to you. I know I need 
« not ſpend many Words on it in this Aſſembly ; becauſe 
« there is but a very ſmall inconfiderable number of Plus 
ce raliſts in my Dioceſe, I am perſuaded that they will be 
« found upon Enquiry, the feweft of any in England, 

I cannot but ſay, I could be very well content there 
« were more; eſpecially if all ſo qualified, would be rigo. 
« rouſly true to the Church in their choice of Subftitutes, 
< where they cannot always reſide themſelves, 

„ For as I will frankly own, I never yet heard an invin- 
cible Objection againft the prudent Alowance and mode. 
„ rate Vſe of Pluralities; but only ſome plauſible popular 

« ones againft the Abuſe of them ; which we are as much 
„ offended with as any others can be; ſo, I verily believe, 
«< were this legal Indulgence to the Clergy ſo carefully ob. 
« ſerved every where, as among divers other good ends 
« of it, to furniſh us with a Race of painful, learned, god- 
« ly Curates; who, by this way of Probation, may make 
4 and ſhew themſelves worthy to be promoted to a higher 
« Charge; there Pluralities would be ſo far from being a 
« Scandal or Prejudice, that they would conduce to the 
« Strength and Defence, as well as they do to the Eaſe 
« and Ornament of the Church of England. So now there's 
Authority for your Authority, What ſay you 10 this ? 

C. Let the Reaſons on both ſides be weighed, whereof 
my Author gives more than yours, and yours, I think, — 

ä no 
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not ſtronger than mine. However, neither of them will 
help either of you. But if a prudent and moderate Uſe of 
Plurzlities, will, as your Author affirms, conduce ſo many 
ways to the Advantage of the Church, I ſhall be yery well 
pleas d; for I am one of thoſe Curates whom my own Au- 
thor ſeems hardly to acknowledge; tho he muſt own me 
for a Clergyman, for lam regularly ordain'd both Deacon 
and Prieſt, and have authentick inſtruments to ſhew for 
bo h: But having nothing within or without me, in my 
Head or my Purſe, in Court or in Country, that is likely to 
procure me a- Living of any Size, I am very willing to be 
acquainted with honeſt Pluraliſts, and to aſſiſt them as I 
have formerly done, by being ſubſtituted in their Room, to 
do all Ecclefiaftical Offices in any of their Churches and 
8 while they are generally reſident ſome where 
elſe. | 

Bu: then I expect in their Abſence to live in as much 
Plenty, and make as conſiderable a Figure, as any former 
Incumbent did or might have done with that Revenue, be- 
cauſe I am for the time being, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 


the Rector or Parſon of the Pariſh. 


5 B:avely offer'd indeed! You'll take care of your ſelf, 
n | : 

C. No more of my ſelf, than of the People, I aſſure 

ou. 

' B. I promiſe you, you ſhall never take care of mine. 

C. No: But I'll take care to let them know that you 
abuſe them, if your Curate cannot live among them like 
their Minifter. If he has an Eftate, let him ſpend: that 
among them, and give you his Aſſiſtance if he pleaſes. But 
if he has no Dependence beſides your Allowance, and can- 
not live upon that like the Rector of Whiſton, I tell you, 
you abuſe your People. | 

B. If you had ſaid I abuſed a Brother Clerg yman, by un- 
dervaluing his Pains and Character, or abuled my Reve- 
nue by making a Property of that which was deſign'd for 
the publick good of my Pariſh, you had ſome Colour for 
it; tho* I think I abuſe neither. For my Curate was glad 
to aſſiſt me upon any Terms; and as for my Revenue, it 
is mine by the Law, I may diſpoſe of it as I ſee fit, But to 
ſay I abuſe my People, when provide an unexceptionable 
Perſon to attend my Cure, is what I cannot underftand. 

C. I ſay you abuſe them all: But I would not have you 
take my bare Word for it. I may be thought too much a 
Party in this Cauſe: Therefore I will lay down the Doctrine 
in the Words of an impartial Man, and raiſe none but fair 
and natural Uſes from it. My Advocate in this o_ 

3 1 | | the 
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the learned Author of the Diſcourſe of Church-Governmen, 
Publiſh'd the other Day; ſpeaking of Miniſters Mainte- 
nance, he ſays, It is ob jected againſt the Proportien of Tenths, 
that this would make the Clergy too rich, they being not near 4 
tenth Part in Proportion to the reft of the People. To which it 
may be anſwer' d: Firft, That it is very unreaſonable, and 
indeed can proceed from nothing but the want of Religj. 
on, to make this an Objection againft the Maintenance of 
the preſent Clergy, which might as well haye been obje&- 


cd againft the Priefts of all other Ages and Countries; and 


yet was never urged with any Succeſs, either by the Hea. 
thens, or the Worſhippers of the true God; and leaft of 
all by the Primitive Chriftians, whoſe Example we ought 
chiefly to imitate. It may here be obſerved further, that 


if the Maintenance of Priefts ſhould be proportion'd to 


their Attendance and Labour in the Execution of their 
Office, the Advantage would lie very much on the fide of 
the Chriftian Clergy, For whereas the Attendance of the 
Fewjſh Prieſts was very ſhort, and after long Intervals of 
Vacation; that of the Cbriſtian is conſtant and perpetual, 
and their Labours in preaching the Goſpel, celebrating 
Divine Service, adminiſtriag the Sacraments, viſiting the 
Sick, and diſcharging the remaining Duties of their Fun- 
£tion, eſpecially where their Cures are large and popu- 
lous, ſeems vaſtly to exceed thoſe of any other Priefls, 
whom we have heard or read of. Secondly, This Objettion 
might in part be anſwer'd by leffening the Cures, which in 
many Places are far too great, and conſequently increa- 
fing the Number of the Clergy. Thirdly, It is neceffary, and 
nas been fo judged in all Ages, that the Clergy ſhould have 
a plentiful Maintenance. Without this it is fcarce poſſible 
for them to ſecure themſelves from the Contempt of the 
People, who ſeldom have Piety or Confideration enough to 
diſt inguiſii their Office and Character from their outward 
Condition in the World : And the Contempt of the Clergy 
will foon lead Men to a Contempt of Religion, which al- 
ways participates of the good and bad Fortune of thoſe 
who are ſet up for the Defence of it. And therefore the 
Enemies of Religion have in all Ages made their firſt At- 
tempts upon the Prieſtkood 3 plainty foreſceing, that if the 
Prieſts once be taken out of the way, or which is all one, 
brought under a general Contempt, the People would ſoon 
become an eaſie Prey to them. Laſtly, without a ptentiful 
Maintenance, the-Cterg y, could not have a ſofficient Fund 
to relieve the Poor, and to promote other pnblick Charities, 
which is a Duty wherein they are particularly obliged to 


de Examples to their Flacks. Now bere, by your leave 
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— I don't take upon me to catechiſe a Brother Clerg man) 
would ask you à fe Queftions, that you may ſee whether 
ſomething will not neceſſarily aud fairly ariſe from hence iu 
favour: of Cate, That you may ſee I don't impoſe upon 
you, take the Book. EZ. | Ian een: 
But firſt I deſire to know whether Curates are not as much 
Clergymen as thoſe that have Inſtitution and Induction? 
31: I cannot deny that. © 1443 >42.34 = 
C. Ho does my Author prove it reaſonable that Clergy» 
men ſhould enjoy Tythe ? on 1 net 
B. That they may be his temporal Reward for his con- 
ſtant and perpetual Attendance upon Preaching, celebta- 


ting Divine Service, adminiftring the Szcraments, viſiting. 


the Sick and diſcharging the remaining Duties of his Fun- 
ction; That they may ſecure him from the Contempt of his 
People, and enable him to ſet them a good Example of 
Hoſpitality and Chari b 03-4 | 


[8 nig. 0d © 121 3124 0 
C. Do Nen- Refidents attend vpbn.the.Dutiezalareſajd.? 


3B. What a ridiculous Queftion you ask: How can they 
attend on the Duties of their Pariſh, and be Non ·Reſident 
at the ſame time ? What do they keep Curates for? 
C. Then tis the Carate that muſt live above Contempt 
and Exerciſe, Hoſpitality ãnd Charity. Are the Hubes too 
large a Proportion for thi:? ag) | 
B. Your Author ſays no, 12099 243 
C. Then for all the Reaſons aforeſaid, the Curate ought 
to enjoy them all. And if; as my Author avers, to objet 
againſt them cun proceed from nothing but want of Religi- 
on: What muſt they be who actually divert them from 
their proper Eads and Purpoſes? If you bring the Prieft 
into Contempt, ſays this Writer, Ii 44 bad a if ihere were 
10 Prieftat all) And what makes People diſteſpect me ſoon- 
er than mean Lodgings, a thredbare Dreſs, an empty Stu- 
dy, and no Money to furniſh my ſelf with ſuch Things as be 
Needful? And muſt Iſuffer in theſe —— and Religi- 
on, and the Prieſtood ſuffer in my Character, and my Mini- 
ſtey tho* never ſo painful, prove ineffettual and unaccepta- 
ble co the People, only becauſe I am look'd upon as the 
hired Servant of ſome Non Reſident &efor, Who dra us 
away the main Profits of the Living to London, or ſome 
other diftant Place, to defray the Charges of à Chariot 
perhaps, or for ſome other Piece of State? Or it may be 
out of a pure Principle of Covetouſneſs? ey: 
3. You talk like an inconſiderate Man; I have a Family 
to maintain ; and my very Enemies have told you, that the 
Outſide of my whole Income is but 1201, a Year, which is 
eaſily ſpent in a Family. | deus. e 
9 N l E 1 | C. Yuu 
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C. You havea Family Land why may not your Curate have 
| a Familyas well as you? Or if he be a ſingle Man at preſent, 
why may he not marry when he pleaſes, ſince it is not 
againſt the Canons of his Chuch? In the mean time, a 
| growing Fortune and Reputation of his own may help him 
| to a Perſon of good Fortune and Reputation in Marriage, 
which might contribute not 2 little to his further Advance- 
| ment in the Church, and would in a greatMeaſure prevent 
that Contempt which: Clergymen too often bring upon them- 
| ſelves by unſuitable Matches. Indeed when you Pluralifts 
want one of us, your very firſt Queſtion is, Ie be marry'd? 
Which if he be, you think no more of him; as if Marriage 
were abſolutely forbidden hy the Laws of our Church; 
when at the ſame time you are Fathers of ſeveral Children. 
ut the reaſon you have to yeur ſelves in this; if he be 
married, he muſt ſtarve upon my Allowance. Whereas if 
you were reſolved to do him Juſtice, you need not be ſo 
much concern'd about his Condition of Life, for if he live 
as he ought to do, the Difference between a ſingle and mar. 
aied Life, as to the Expence, will not, with good Manage- 
ment, be found to be very gteat. By the way, tis ſome- 
thing hard for a Clergyman, who has always been bred in So- 
ciety both at School and in the Univerſity, to be ſettled in 
a loneſome Country- place, without as near a Proſpedt of 
the Comforts and Society of a married Life, if his Inclina- 
tions lead him that way, as any ordinary Tradeſman when 
he is out of his Apprentice: iir. ; 
B. Oh, there's a certain Remedy for Solitude: Let him 
teach School, and then hel be ſure of Company, and may 
get Money too; and this is an implement which the Canon 
expreſly allows him. | 
C. Les; and we will take the Advantage of it, when you 
can put its Contemporary Canons in execution againft Schiſ- 
maticks, and Conventicles ; and bring the Zomilies into as much 
Uſe and Efteem as they were in that Age. But now it is 
expected that a Curate ſhould preach once a Week at leaft, 
if not twice, the Product of his own Meditations; lam WM 
ſure it is impoſſible for him, at once to teach a School and f 
feed his Flock with Food convenient for them. And there- f 
fore the Founders of many Schools, who were reſolved to | 
have that Office well diſcharged, have made it incompati- 
ble with as Cure of Souls, as not knowing any one Man 
that was ſufficient for theſe two Things. But what ſort of 
School "ſhall a Curate teach at this time of Day, when 
Schools are erected every where in ſuch Numbers? Shall 
ht reach the Iatin and Greek Tongues? Alas he will find 
few of his Neighbours diſpoſed to educate their CHO” 
1 > N ; that 
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that way: Aud if he have them at a good Diſtauce, he muſt 
board them, and then his time will be wholly taken up 
about them. As for Engliſh Schools, they are grown ſo com- 
mon of late Years, that there can hardly be need of them 
any where. And if there were, I hope it will not be thought 
any Pride in us, to think our ſelves alittle too great for 
ſuch poor Imployment, which the Clerk of the Pariſh is 
often as eapable of as we who have ſpent all our time in 
learned Books, and have had a liberal Education with (per- 
haps) to Degrees confer'd'on us by one of the Univerſi- 
ties. But the worſt of all is, that while the poor Paſtor is 
gathering a Fold of Lambs, che Sheep of his Flock are ſcat- 
tered abroad. There is (very likely) in his own or one of 
the neighbouring Pariſhes, ſome diſſenting Teacher, who 
being a Man of competent Parts and Learning, and having 
all his Wapts well ſupplied by the Contributions of his lo- 
ving Aſſembly, doth really preach in a more powerful and 
edifying- Manner than our poor Curate, whoſe Mind is 
quite taken off from teaching of Men to teach Children; 
and while he is under this ſore of Confinement, the diſſent- 
ing Teacher like à prouling Wolf, ranges all over his Pa- 
riſh, and ever now and then Profelytes one of bis Congre- 
gation to the Aſſembly. I am atra id, if all our beſt Miniſters, 
fince the Reformation, ſhould riſe out of their Graves to 
preach again to their People, they would not be able to re · 
pair thoſe Breaches in their Churches, which have been 
made by the neglect of Parochial Cures. And I believe 
there is no way of nn the poor Remnant that are 

ome grave, learned, and tru- 
ly Reverend Divine amongſt them, who ſhall diſcharge all 
Parts of his Office with a ſuitable Courage and Authority, 
which I am ſure many of your Repreſentatives are not im- 
power'd to do in their preſent mean State, and uncertain 
Dependence upon you. | 


B. . Y ou would not have. uſed this Freedom with us ſome 


Tears ago, when you wanteda Title for Orders; then you 


were glad to accept of a Curacy upon any Terms; and 
indeed any are good enough for ſome of buuu . 

C. All this I grant: But ftill tis all owing to your nar- 
row Allowances; for what you offer is not Encouragement 
enough for Perſons of more Age, Gravity and Learning; 
neither can we long ſubſiſt upon it our ſelves ; but are ſoon 
forced to ſeek out for. ſome additional Means whereby to 
live in tolerable. Credit, and keep out of Debt. So that both 
your, People ate meanly inftru ted, and our Studies of Di- 
vinity are at an end for want of a Proſpe& of mending our 
Conditjon, and Money to buy A and Leiſure to pare 
— | uſe 
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uſe them, Whereas if you would generouſly part with the 
whole Profts of your Living to your Afiſtams,then you might 
haye known and approved Men, of a proper age and ftand. 
Ing in the Univerſity, who by their Gravity and Learning, 
and prudent Behaviour, would raiſe the Character of the 
Clergy, and not only eftabliſh Men in the Faith by ſound 
Preaching, but likewiſe in their weekly Viſits and Conver. 
ſation diſpoſe the Hearts of People to the Fear of God, and 
Love of all Piety and Virtue. For there are not wanting 
good Numbers of ſuch Men in either Unzverfity, who if they 
were once drawn out of their Retirement by an encoutag. 
ing Proſpett of doing good in the Church, would ſoon add 
new Life and Vigor to languiſhing Devotion; and, in a good 
Meaſure baniſh Atheiſm and Immor ality from among the com- 
mon People. But they know very well (becauſe they bave 
often ſeen the Experiment try d) that they can't be likely 
to do much good, unleſs their Circumſtances be ſo plentiful, 
as may make them appear not to want the Entertainments 
of others, that their Zumility may not be miftaken for mean- 
neſs of Spirit, nor their plain Piet and modeft Apparel paſs 
for no more than want of Ability to do better. They know 
that a Miniſter cannot ſo freely inſiſt upon thoſe Texts 
" Which command us to render unto all Men their due, while 
their own Debts, perhaps to ſame of their Auditors, lie hea- 
vy upon them; nor declaim ſo zealouſly againſt the Covet- 
ous and the Miſer, when they are not able to practiſe their 
own Doctrine of Liberaliny and Charity, W $15 v8 Sh 
B. But if we are not to have the Profits of our Livings, 1 


cannot imagine for what reaſon we ſhould be Pluraliſts; and 


rages it. | | | | 
C. I would whiſper a Reaſon to Dr, Sacbeverell, if he 
were here. | ; 14 vb en i287 
B. You may ſafely impart it to me, - 
C. Why then tis this. Suppoſe I being qualified for two 
Livings, were poſſeſt of one already yz and ſo much favour'd 
by ſome Patron as to have the Preſentation of another, with 
Liberty to put in a Curate. In this Caſe, if I knew an hon- 
eſt good Man, every way qualified to do Service in the 
Church, but deſtitue of Friends and Preferment ; I would 
certainly make Choice of him for my Curate, and let him 
take the whole Revenue to himſelf. This would be doin 
both a publick and a private good Service, to the Church 
and to my Friend. And: thus I hold Pluralities, not only 
Lawful, but Laudable: For 'ts poſſible my honeft Friend 
being a retir'd unpopular Man, would not have Intereff 
enough to get a Church for himſelf, and ſo his Lamp would 


yet you heard a great Prelate allows it, and even encou- 
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go out under a Buſhel, if I did not thus ſet it on a Candle- 
ſtick. By this moderate Uſe of Pluralities, I do in the'beft 
manner comply with the Direction of the learned Biſhop, 
and diſcharge a good Conſcience towards God and his Peo- 
ple, in providing a painful, learned and godly Curate for 
them, By this Generofity I lay a ſingular Obligation upon 
him to take care of the Flock over which he is appointed. 
B. But what particular Advantage is this to your ſelf? - 
C. I have the Satisfaction of doing a great deal of good. 
I have a right to ſee that all the Offices of the Church be 


regularly and faithfully perform'd there; I have a Power 


to enforce the due Obſervance of them, and in caſe of great 
Offence, to remoye my Curate, And if 1 ſhould breed up 
a Son to the Miniſtry, and my Curate ſhould be called away, 
either by Death or better Preferment, I have a good Pro- 
viſion for my own Child, Are not theſe Advantages worth 
regarding ? 

B. Les: But ſuppoſe you ſhould want the Living your 
ſelf before you die: . 

C. Let us not make any ſuch Suppoſitions; but truſt God 
in the way of our Duty, always preferring his Honour be- 
fore our own temporal Advantage; and then we may take 
Comfort in that Promife which he has particularly made 
to ſuch Prieftz; Thoſe that honour me, I will hogour. 

B. Yon would: fain retrieve the ancient Authority of 
Clergymen z but if good Circumftances are neceflary to do 
it, I am afraid you will never ſee it done, Many Livings 
are ſo ſmall, that he that has the whole Profits to himſelf, 
cannot live upon one of them, N 
C. This which I propoſe, with the Queen's Bounty when 
ſettled, will go a great way, But for two ſmall Livings, 
where the Pariſhes join, andare likewiſe ſmall, I think they. 
may both without Offence be enjoy'd by one Man. After 
all, I doubt not but the Gentry and good People of this 
Nation, who out of their Zeal for true Religion, bave been 
ſach liberal Benefactors to the Charity Schools, would mani- 
feſt as much or more Zeal for a grave, learned and ortho- 
dox Prieft in every Pariſh ; it Pluralifts and Non Reſidents 
would ſet them a brave and generous Example. 

B. If all this were done, you would til find a great Body 
of Clergymen in a State of contemytible Poverty. 
C. Where, 1 pray you ? t 4 

B. Why you your ſelf know very well, that you and your 
Brotber. Curates in this City, have not above half the Main- 


tenance from the Church, which we allow you in the Coun- 
try. The Rectors don't commonly give you more : Nay, 


ſometimes they have no further Concern with you * to 
1 „ 473 $4 64% Th | : 3 pn” admit 
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admit of your Service in reading the Prayers,and Chriften. 
ing and Burying ſuch Perſons as they don't think it worth 
their while to attend themſelves. For which the Pariſh 
pays you a Salary of 16 or 20 J. per Annum; or elſe ſome 
ſuch Revenue is ſettled for you by tome deceas*d Bene f actor, 
and neither Prieſt nor People make any Addition to it. 
This is your Reward for your Sundays and Weekdays Atten- 


dance; while the Clark of the Pariſh, who is»not ſo much 


confin'd, (and may follow any Trade whichz you are not 
permitted to do) has three times your Proportion of Main- 


tenance from the ſame Church: What Remedy can you find 


out for this? nn 
C. If Miniſters Maintenance were better in the Country, 
they would not make themſelves ſo cheap in the City: But 
being weary ef their Melancholy and Poverty there, they re- 
ſort hither: For I believe it will upon Obſervation be 
found, that much the greateſt part of us were in Orders 
before we came hither: And ſo your Country- Pluraliſis and 
Non-Reſidents are the Fountains which over-charge this 
Place with us. Yet here our Cafe is not the ſame as in the 
Country: We are not the Rectors Repreſematives (who gene- 
rally reſide themſelves) but only their Aſſiſtants; and be- 
caule our Imployment is to read the Service of the Church 
tor them, we are call'd Readers. | EE. 
B. Well, but whatever you are call'd, you are generally 
in Prieſts Orders, and the People know it. And therefore 
if (as your laft Advocate ſays) contempt of the Priefthood 
bring Religion into Contempt, you muſt do Differvice to 


the Chucch, ſo long as you live in a State of contemptible 


Payertye 

C. Indeed there is reaſon in what you ſay: And I could 

almoſt wiſh (conſidering their ſmall Dependence ) that 
eaders were reduced to their original Rank in the Orders 

of the Church; tho' even then they were far from Con- 

- tempt, if it be true what Hiſtorians tell us, That Julian, who 


was of the Imperial Family, and afterwards came to be En- 
peror himſelf, was in his younger Days a Reader in the Church 


of Nicomedia, As the Caſe now ftands, it would be very com- 
mendable in the ReFors if they would conſider their Readers 
as Men under the ſame ſolemn Vows with themſelves, to 
ſpend the greateſt part pf their Time and Pains in the Stu- 
dy of Divinity; it they they contider that they cannot do 
this without ſome reaſonable Encouragements ; if t 
would employ them (ſuch of them 1 mean as are capable) t 
preach in their Churches as often as they want Aſſiſtance 
that way; and if, when they don't want, they would ſome- 
times pliign them the preaching Part, and favour them 
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with their own Preſence, by which means the) would jm- 
prove their Talent, and riſe in the Efteem of the People, 


which is the only way to attain the end for which they get 


the ſmall Curacies of this City, I mean the Lefurer's 
fice in ſome Church. Otherwiſe I think it would be bet- 
ter (for preventing the Injury which might redound to the 
Church from the mean Character of the Reader) that the 
yu would be wholly without him, and do all the Duties 
of his Church-and Pariſh himſelf; which may generally be 
done within the Walls, and is now done in ſome Churches, 
B. Let the ReSors conſult the Honour of the Church a 
much as they pleaſe in the Reſpett they ſhew to yon, ſti 
you'll ſpoil all when you come to ſtand for the Lectures; 
then you will not fail to reflect upon one another, and ſo 
expoſe the Character of Clergymen in general to the Con- 
tempt of the People, 2 : 
C. This indeed is one of the Charges which you brin 
againſt Dr. Sacheverel!: You ſay that the Night after hi 


Election in Southwark, he boafted in Company very much of 


the Succeſs of the Eleftion, and reflected very barbarouſly 
on a worthy Competitor; as if hg were a very dull Preacher. 
But this is anſwer'd at large by. the Vindricator. So that 1 
ſhall only take notice of what you now ſay in general: And 
it muſt be confeſt, that the Practice is too common among 
Candidates for Lectures and other Preferments to pleate 


themſelves with hearing and ſpeaking Things to the DiGd- 


vantage of their Competitors. I ſpeak not now of ſome 


Paraſites, who. in their weekly Viſits make it their Bufineſs 


to traduce and ridicule their Brethren for the Diverſion of 
their Entertainers. But my Concern is, that Men of In- 
genuity and Learning, whoſe Word goes for ſomething in 
the World, ſhould: in their Strivings for Preferment, of 
other kind of Controverſies, ſpeakan write ſuch unkind 
Things, as they many times do of one another. St.Paul ſays, 
Let 4 Man, ſo account of us, as of the' Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of 1be\Myſterics of God. But How ſhould Lay-men ſo 
account of us, if we don't ſo account of one another? The 
ſame Apoſtle immediately ſubjoyns whiat is the indifpenfible 
Duty of Stewards: It 1, ſays he, required in Stewards,” thas 
« Man be found Faithful: And therefore when a Mail is found 
notoriouſly Unfaithful, it very much lefſens this Title to 
that tender Regard, which otherwiſe ought to be had of 


him. But when. no ſuch thing can be laid to his Charge, 


then ſuch of his Brethren as ſpeak Evil of him, are them. 
ſelves improvideat Stewards of that Goſpel committed to 
their Truſt, and become uncapable of preaching ſeveral 
parts of it with any freedom or good EfeR. For how can 

he 
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he infift with Authority upon thoſe general Commands of 
Jadging Charitably, and bearing with infirmities, and ſpeak. 
ng evil of no Man? Or upon thoſe particular Texts in fa- 
vour of Chriſt's Minifters ; Ze that diſpiſeth you, diſpiſeth me, 
&c. who himſelf is a noted deſpiſer and accuſer of his Bre- 
thren ? For my part, I cannot ſee how ſuch a one can be 
acquitted from being (that grievous Offender, who is for- 
bidden to approach the Holy Table) a hinderer and ſlanderer 
of God's Word. Clergymen are ſubje& to like Paſſions with 
other Menz they ought indeed to be more mortified, and 
not live under the Dominion of any Paſſion, It is juſtly ex- 
pected that they ſhould be the beft ſort of Men; that they 
ſhould be Faithful, Sober, Humble, Piom, endu'd with all Vir- 
rues, and that not meanly, but in an eminent Degree, ſo as 
to be Patterns and ſhining Exemples to the People. But nei. 
ther God nor any wile Man ever requir'd abſolute Perfe- 
Qion in them. They have ſome Things to repent of as well 
as other Men: They have their Failings and Infirmities, 
which in regard of their Office and Character, ſhould be 
conceal'd as much as may be ; And he that points them out 
to the People, what doth he, but ſhew them the Nakedneſ 
of their Spiritual Fathers > Which the Great Emperor C- 
ſtantine was ſo far from doing, that he declar'd, be would 
readily cover it in any of bis Biſhops with bis own Robe. And there- 
fore, if by the Name of Higb. Churcb-Man be meant (281 
ſuppole is intended) a Perſon of more than ordinary Zeal 
for the good of the Church, I deſire this may be taken iato 
his Character, That be v no ways the Oecaſion, eirber by Word 
or Deed, of bringing Contempt upon his Order. And if any Man 
be found thus Injurious in any of his Dealings or Converſa- 
tion, however exact he may be in other Matters, I deſire 
he may not be reckon'd in the Number of High-Church- Mes, 
B. The Thing you plead for ſeems reaſonable: But your 
way of urging it is very unpopular and ungracious A me- 
derate plain-hearted Proteſtant is ſo far from ſaying or do- 
ing any thing to get him the Name of -High-Church-May, 
that he ſays and does a great many Things every Day to 
avoid that Character. And this is the reaſon why I find 
fault both with Perſons and Things in your Higb-Church. 1 
could tell you of a thouſand Things which are out of order 
among you; ſome of which you confeſs to be ſo; others, 
which I condemn, you ſtiffly hold and defend. Ts it nota 
burning ſhame, that a raw, and perhaps a wild Youth-of 
or 4 and twenty, if he can get but a College-Ieſtinonial, whic 
I never knew denied, or the Hands of three Minifters, can 
be made the Paſtor, the ſole Paſtor of the biggeR Pariſh 
within the Bills of Mortality ? — 
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C. I have lived in London ſome Years as well as you: 
And I never knew or heard of any ſuch young wild Youth 
promoted to any Living, great or ſmall. But I ſuppoſe 
you mean that ſuch a Thing is poſſible, becauſe a Perſon 
may be ordain'd Prieft at the Age of 24, and true it is, 
that the Canon allows it. But yet many of us are not ſo 
much as Deacons, more are not Prieſts, and many more 
have no Cure of Souls, till a conſiderable time after 24. 
However, it was reaſonable to admit us into Prieſts Or- 
ders, as ſoon as our Age would well permit, that we might 
not loſe the Advantage of ſuch Preſentations as are in our 
own or our Friends Hands; and that ſuch of us as have 
always been bred in Colleges and Cathedrals might ſucceed 
in Courſe to ſuch Preferments and Offices, as by ſeveral 
Statutes we cannot enjoy without the Order of Priefthood. 
And it is obſeryable, that at this Age a Perſon of a ftu- 
dious age and religious Bducation, is grave enough to 
appear in the Adminiſtration of any Divine Office. As 
to what you ſay of College. Teſtimonials, it is well known to 
all who have ſpent any conſiderable time in the Univer- 
hties, that wild young Men are narrowly watched, and 
ſharply reproved and puniſhed by the Governors and Tu- 
tors, and when they prove Incorrigible are ſent home or 
expel'd the Colleges. But ſuppole a wild Youth ſhould 


chance to obtain Three Hands, and thereby get into Or- 


ders, ſuch a thing may happen now and then in ſo wide a 
Place as this Nation, without any burning ſhame to the 
Governors, either of the Church or the Univerſities. 

B. Come, I'll have one ftroke at your whole Service- 
Book together. The Epiſcopal Minifters in North-Britain 


never uled it at all, nor any Form that I can hear of, 


but always pray'd in the Extempore way: And yet you 
don't call them Fanaticks and Diſſmers. 2 Fe 
C. There was a Service-Book compoſed on purpoſe for 
their Uſe 3 the ſame with ours in moſt Parts. That it 
could not be digefted in their Congregations, was a ſign 
that their Church was in a weak Condition; and 1 far, 
by the Groans we have heard from thence for ſome Years 
paſt, that it is now quite dead. | 
B. It's amazing to me how any Man of Senſe can be ſo 
bigotted, as to think none but the Common-Prayer is plea- 
ling to God. | i 
C. I never knew any Man that thought ſo. 1 
B. Tis plain they do think ſo, becauſe they will ule it 
(tho' never ſo improperly) upon all Occaſions. 


F C. Upon 


q —— g— Rs SO - 


to God, you have little elſe to lay be 


42 A Dialogue between Mr. B. 


C. Upon all publick Occaſions we muſt; upon all private 
Occaſions we may, ſo far as we can adapt the Prayers to 
our preſent Exigences. For ſick Perſons, or ſuch as are 
troubled in Mind, we have a preſcribed Form; to which 


we may add any proper Pſalm or good Prayer as we fee 


convenient. As to Thankſgivings, we have (I think) 
nothing Special but the Form of Churching Women; if 
any other Perſons return Thanks at Church for eſcapin 
of any Danger, Cc. they are comprehended in the daily 
Form: The Miniſter has no DireRion- about giving 
Thanks with any Body in private. In ouf publick Ser. 
mons we don't forget to teach People their Duty in this 
Reſpect; and in our private Converſation we are, I hope, 
careful to poſſeſs them with a due Senſe of the Divine 
Goodneſs, and excite them to Thankfulneſs, I have as 
little Reverence for an indevout Clergyman as you can 
have 3 but we think the Spirit of Devotion may be had 
without the Spirit or Gift (as ſome call it) of Extempore 
Prayer, All Men can be pious and pertinent by a Form; 
and ſome few can be ſo without confining themſelves to 
any one Form; this latter way we don't ditcourage in Pri. 
vate, nor encourage it in Publick, for a great many Rea- 
ſons which have often been given you in Print, 

B. No; you have no room for it in Publick, except it 
be before Sermon; and then I know not what to make of 
your Super-Canonical High-Flyers ſay ; whether it be Praying 
or Preaching. They call it bidding Prayer. A great Pre- 
late has obſerved, That this is one of the worſt Reliques 
of Popery that could be retain'd ; for at every fuch Clauſe 
or Paragraph, they were wont to drop a Bead, that they 
might be ſure they were not out in their Reckoning, 

C. A goodly-Argument indeed to prove it Popery ! If 
Beads infected Prayers with Popery, then the Lord's my 
is infected; for many a Bead has been dropt at it. Is that 
the reaſon why your Forte. fathers rejected it in the Days 
of their Reformation ? You do very ill to difturb the 
Minds of People, and alienate them from the Church 
by ſuch peeviſh Objections. Whether we make a dire 
Prayer, or only call upon the People to pray, we have 
unexceptionable Precedents for both; only the former 
has been abufed by ſome, to the Prejudice of the Common- 
Prayer, but the latter never. | ; 

B. Truly, as you uſe them, there's not a' Grain's diffe- 
rence in their Goodneſs ; for when you addreſs directly 

ore him, but the ſe- 
veral Ranks into which Mankind jare ſorted, and what Ti. 
tles modern Civility has conferr'd upon them, 
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C. General Confeſhons, Petitions, and Thankſgivings 
went before, What remains now but to inculcate ſome 
ſpecial and needful Duties upon the Minds of the People? 
You know the time when they were very undutiful to 
their Sovereign, and to all lawful Magiſtrates and Mini- 
ſters, and what Seducers there were in the World, who 
ſeek all occaſions to pervert them again. And therefore 
it is proper in this Prayer for them, to mention their Ti- 
tles, that the People may be made ſenſible of the Honour 
and Reverence which is due to them, And this Form may 
likewiſe ſerve for a Teſt of the Preachers Loyalty (which 
you know is not alway unſuſpected) and ſhew that he is 
Ar to the Government both in Church and 

ta te. | PC 

B. But to return to the Service-Book; what ſay you 
to the uncommanded Practices of ſinging Prayers, eſpeci- 
ally the Litany, in a very airy Tune, much too airy for mi- 
ſerable Sinners, and the Prayer between the Command- 
ments, (which King Wiliam forbad in his Chappel, and 
Her prefent Majeſty 1 find continues the n 
this is what claſhes with every Man's Reaſon; and ſuc 
* muſt needs ſeem the harſheft Diſcord to a thought- 

Mind. 1 | 

C. The Rule of the Church is, That the Litany and ſome 
other Parts of the Service, may be ſaid or ſung. And 
therefore in any private Chappel the. Singing may be 
changed into plain Reading, without breaking the gene- 
ral Rule of the Church. Your Queſtion is, not, I ſup- 
poſe, whether Muſick, both Vocal and Inftrumental, be 
allowable in the Church of God, for if you ſearch the 
01d Teſtament, I believe you'll find it to be of Divine Ap- 
pointment z but whether it be proper to ſing Prayers, eſpe- 
cially the Litamy, &c, This you ridicule and expoſe as 
what claſhes with every Man's Reaſon: But you talk too 
8 You ſhould ſpeak for your (elf, and ſome 

w ſower People, with whoſe Ears it claſhes. You muſt 
own . that David underftood the proper Uſe of Mulick 
better than you do; and it is plain, that his moſt Peni- 
tential Pſalms were let to Tunes, and ſung to Inſtruments. 
And I believe Diſſenters, as well as our Church, ſing them 
in Metre, which does not alter the Matter of them, but 
only makes them more Muſical. The 51ft Pſalm is a ſo- 
lemn Litamy. If you look upon the Inſcription, it is, To 
the chief Muſician. As to what you ſay of an airy Tune, it 
is an envious Reflexion: You would ſay the ſame of any 
Tune to the Litany. | 
I | S B. I 
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B. 1am not alone in my Opinion; the late Biſhop of 
Briſtol, like a very worthy Prelate, order'd the Litany in 
his Church not to be ſung. 

C. No body that knew him wonder'd at it. But he waz 
juſtly cenſur'd for it. It difturb'd the Minds of People: 

t depriv'd many of a great help to Devotion. It ſet a 

Mark upon Cathedral. Service, and made ſome doubt of 
the Lawfulneſsof it, It confirm'd Difſenters ( who were 
His great Admirers ) in their Averſion to it, and has gi. 
ven them the Advantage of a Biſhop's Authority and 
Judgment againft it. What good End he could propoſe 
by this Singularity, is hard to find; the ill Conſequences 
are plain. 
B. He broke a Rule, tis true; but don't you all do 
the ſame in one reſpect or other? Your Rubrick requires, 
that every Minifter not lawfully hinder'd, ſhall read 
Prayers daily in his Church: That ſo many as intend to 
he Partakers of the Holy Communion, ſhall ſignifie their 
Names to the Curate: That Miniſters ſhall not go to 74. 
verns, other than for their honeſt Neceſſities. 

C There is too much Ground for Accuſation on theſe 
Heads: Let every one anſwer for himſelf. I plead, Not 
Guilty. And you had done the part of a Reformer, if 
vou had ſpoke this out of Zeal for reforming what's amiſe. 
But for what End do you urge it now? Why only to 
prove, that becauſe one fide. tranſgreſſes one part of the 


Church's Rules, it is as free for the other ſide to tranſ- 


greſs another Part; and ſo betwixt us we ſhall leave no 
Rule unbroken. But is this the way to reftore Diſcipline ? 
As for' the Rule about Communicants, it is ſo far ob- 
ſerved, That young Perſons, who never have received, 
and ſach as are troubled with Doubts and Scruples, ap- 


ply themſelves to their own or ſome other Miniſter for 


Inftrufion,/ before they approach the Holy Table, Which 
I hope may ſuffice for any Place where the Sacrament is 
adminiſter'd ſo frequently as it is here with us, The moſt 
exceptionable Perſons that ever I ſaw approach, are 
thoſe who never come there, but only to qualifie them- 
ſelves for an Office. % | 

B. If the Miniſters of the Church kept but to their 
own Articles and Homilies, and lived and preach'd accor- 
ding to what they ſubſcribe; and a very few Abatements 
were made in Matters confefſedly indifferent, the greater 


part of Difſenters might ſoon be brought over, 


C. It may be fo, if you could find Preferment in Church 
and State for their Teachers and Leading- Men; otherwiſe 


B. As 
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B. As to Church-Tyranny? Time was when ſome hundreds 
of Clergymen, for refuſing to read the Book of Sports to 
be uſed on the Lord's Day, were firſt ſuſpended from all 
Office and Benefice, and if they refuſed to ſubmit, were 
abſolutely deprived. I dare ſet that Spiritual Phalaris, 
Archbiſhop Laud, againſt the cruelleſt Perſecutor. The 
Proceedings againſt Alexander Leighton, D. D. were cruel 
in Extremity, and I do not remember in any Chriftian 
Nation the like: For which ſee Ruſbwortb's Collections. 
Little leſs were the Sufferings of Hemy Burton, B. D. and, 
to come nearer our own Times, fee the Account of Samue! 
Jobnſon, Clerk. | | 

C. The Queſtion is, whether theſe Men were bad 
enough to deſerve the Puniſhments inflicted on them? If 
they were, then hear what the Scripture ſays of ſuch Pa- 
triots as you are: He that juſtifieth the Wicked, and be that 
condemneth the Fuſt ; even they both are an Abomination to the 
Lord. It is a juft Reproach which we caſt upon the 
Church of eme, that they Canonize Traytors; and I 
believe your Favourites will prove little better, You 
ſhew manifeft Partiality to them in ſpecifying and-ex- 
aggerating their Puniſhment wich great Paſſion; but you 
take very light Notice of their Crimes. I have not Ruſh 
worth's Book to examine the Cale of Dr. Leighton, which 
you make moſt Tragical z but 1 bavean Author againft 
whom you muſt not except, becauſe I know you have te- 
ſtiſied a great Reſpe& for him: It is the Writer of the 
New Hiſtory of England, Vol. III. pag. 60. Anno 1630. 
there he gives this Account of the Matter. On June 


„4. the Cauſe of Alexander Leighton, D. D. a Scot, was 


* heard in the Star-Chamber. An Information had been 
& exhibited agaiaft him for framing and publiſhing a ſcan. 
« dalous and ſeditious Book, entitled, An Appeal v0 the 
« Parliament, or, a Plea againſt Prelacy : Wherein he aſſert- 
« ed, that God's People were perſecuted in this Iſland ; 
e that the Prelates were Men of Blood; that their Pre- 
* lacy was Antichriftian and Satanical; that kneeling at 
the Sacrament was the Spawn of the Beaſt, that the 
„Queen was a Daughter of Heſb; and many other inſo- 
& lent and libelous Expreſſions. The Defendant confeſs'd 
„the writing of the Book; and pleaded nothing but his 
„good Intention of remonſtrating certain Grievances in 
Church and State for the Parliament to redreſs them. 
„The two Lord Chief Juftices being preſent, deliver'd 
their Opinions, That they would have proceeded againſt 
„ him for Treaſon, if the Cauſe had come before _ 
W427 SL BC > N And 
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« And other Lords affirm'd it do be His Majeſty's great 
« Mercy and Goodneſs, that he was brought to receive 
* the Cenſure of this Court, and not arraigned for a Tray- 
« tor at another Bar, * 27 

Cc Upon this Conviction, and Confe ſſion and Declarati- 
<6 on of the Judges and Lords of the Council, he was 
< ſentenced to a perpetual Impriſonment in the Fleet, and 
to a Fine of 1c0001, to be degraded in the Eccleſiaſtical 
« Court; to be then Pillory'd and WhippU; to have his 
« Ears cut off, his —— and his Face branded. But 
« waiting for the Penitence of the Offender, no part of 
<* this Sentence was put in Execution, till the beginning 
« of November; when being degraded on the 4th, he was 
<< ta have had his Corporal Puniſhment on the 10th of that 
«© Month: But he eſcaped out of Priſon the Evening be- 
& fore, and being ſoon after apprehended in Bedfordſlire, 
© and brought back to the Fleet, he had the former Sen- 
& tence fully executed on him. And tho* the nature of 
ce the Crime, and the Obftinacy of the Offender, and in. 
« qeed the neceſſity of ſuppreſſing the Spirit of Zealots, 
« did ſufficiently require this Severity, yet it had the na- 
<«< tural Effect of moving pity in the People, and of raifing 
&« harder Thoughts againſt the Government. 
No here is ſome Account of Dr. Leigbton's Crime, 
which in the Opinion of the Judges and other Lords, was 
no leſs than Treaſon 3 and here are the Proceedings of 
the Court after Sentence: No part of the Sentence was 
put in Execution *till almoſt half a Year after; which 
delay was made for to bring the Offender to, Repentance, 
Ays this Author: From whence we may fairly coficlude, 
that the Court was very loath to proceed to Puniſhment; 
and that the Offender, if he had repented of his Fault 
and condema'd his Book, might have found Mercy. And 
he had time enough to conſider on't. But if Men will 
offend againſt the Laws, and by an invincible Obftinacy 
defie the Powers that are ordain'd of God, and encourage 
others to trample upon their Authority, muſt a Biſhop 
( becauſe he happens to be judge) be reviled as the eu- 
elleft Perſecutor and ſpiritual Tyrant, becaue he ſuffers 
Juſtice to take its Courſe ? You are, I ſuppoſe, of the 
Society for Reformation of Manners, and you complain, that 
tho you get People preſented for Swearing, Uncleanneſs 
Drunkenneſs, &c. yet you cannot get them puniſhed ; [ 
ſuppoſe you mean, with corporal Puniſhments, for you 
complain that Money makes up the Matter. But is it 
not reaſonable that Sedition and Treaſon ſhould _ 0 
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Puniſhments aſſign'd them by Law, as well as Immorali- 
ties? There was, I confeſs, too much Infamy in ſome of 
the Puniſhments inflifted on the Offenders you mention, 
which I wifh had been let alone, more out of reſpe@ to 
the Orders and Profeſſions they were of, than for the ſake 
of their Perſons, whoſe incorrigible Wickednets merited 
Severity. . 

B. * to our Civil Liberties, what can have a more 
dangerous Aſpect (if it be not a downright Aſſault ) upon 
them, than to tell Princes, they are Irreſiſtible, tho a 
late Reſiſtence ſaved us from ae | 

C. I'll tell you what has been thought by the wiſeſt aud 
beft Men, to have a more dangerous Aſpect upon our Li. 
berties, viz. the Preaching againſt Pathve-Obedience, 
and ſpeaking and writing ſuch Things as tend to leſſen 
People's Reverence for their Sovereign, and fill their 
Heads with Diſputes about the extent of their. Liberty, 
and embolden them to talk familiarly of oppoling theic 
Prince with Force and Arms, in ſuch and ſuch Caſcs. It 
has been try'd and found, that take our Princes one with 
another, we ſpeed better in their Hands, than we do in 
the Hands of our Fellow-Subje&s, when they are Lords 
over us. And therefore, ſuppofing them to be both Ex- 
treams, yet it is far leſs dangerous to tell Princes they are 
Irrefiſtible, than to tel} the People they may reſiſt. We 
have had a Revolution, for which ( confidering the Cir. 
cumftances we are in) all good Men are truly thankful. 
This, ſay you, has quite overthrown the Doctrine of Paſ. 
ſive. Obedience, becaule it was not effæcted without Force 
and Arms againft the Prince. But Sir Simon Harcourt, tht 
preſent Lord-Keeper, teaches. you very plainly, in bis 
Defence of Dr. Sacheverell,' how the Doctrine of Paſſive- 
Obedience holds good ftill, as a general Rule, tho' the 
Revolution be allow'd to be an Exception from it. And 
this Aﬀertion he confirms by ſo many undeniable Maxims 
and Authorities, both from Law and Goſpel, and main- 
tains it to be the Minifter's Duty at this Day to preſs uni- 
verſal Obedience to Goveraors, without propoting any 
excepted Caſes, and ſhews the Danger and Illegality of 
making any ſuch Exceptions; this, I ſay, he delivers with 
ſo much Clearneſs and ftrength of Realon, that you can- 
not read him with any Ingenuity or Candour, and not be 
of the ſame Opinion. I could give you two or three un- 
anſwerable Paſſages out of him, but I defire you and your 
Party ſerioufly and impartially to pzruſe the whole, _ 
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ſon, whereon he builds, or elſe ceaſe to reproach us for 
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either deftroy the Foundations of Law, Scripture and Rea- 


retaining the Old Principles of Paſhve-Obedience and 
Non-Reſiſtance. I have but one thing more to add 
which is my Requeſt to you, that, for the ſake of Peacg 
and. Quietneſs, you would never ſpeak nor write any more 
about theſe Things, till you have conſider'd them very 
well, and are very ſure that you are in the Right. 

B. I want no Advice from you, nor any of your Rank: 
I know. many ancient, ſober, graye Divines, who are In- 
cumbents of the London- Churches; but for Loydon-Curates 
and Readers, Mr, Bicker/taff has rightly taken Notice of 
their Vanity and Emptineſs, and you have confirm'd the 
Truth of the Character. 5 
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